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Irma K. Cruz Velez is making a difference
and contributing to the greater good…

...Will you?

www.csi.cuny.edu/foundation/

“My number-one priority has been getting 
an education and contributing to my
community any way I can.”  

The  Aramis Gonzalo Rios Memorial
Scholarship, funded by a generous donor,
helps to make it possible for first-generation
immigrants and community service-oriented
students like Irma K. Cruz Velez ’16 to
attend the College of Staten Island and
create a world of opportunity.  

Some of her contributions include:  
interning for social service programs
aimed at tackling violence, substance
abuse, and immigrant and gender rights

volunteering to translate for the New York
City Municipal ID program 

teaching early childhood Spanish 
language acquisition at a Staten Island
Montessori school

organizing and leading a Summer Youth
Leadership Summit for teens

assisting families impacted by 
Superstorm Sandy, providing referrals for
essential services

Irma is an outstanding student who plans to
be an English as a Second Language,
Spanish, and Special Education teacher. “I
feel strongly that I will be an incalculable
asset to our city as an energetic leader who
guides young minds of the next generation.”
She is certainly an asset to CSI.    

The College of Staten Island is accelerating its efforts to protect the environment
and develop sustainable and responsible patterns of development in accordance
with CUNY’s University Sustainability Council, which is committed to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from all campus buildings by 30 percent over the next
decade. If you would prefer to receive an electronic version of this publication or
future editions via email instead of a hard copy, please contact the Alumni
Relations Office at alumni@csi.cuny.edu.

Contact Eye on CSI:
COLLEGE OF STATEN ISLAND
Alumni Relations Office
2800 Victory Boulevard
Building 1A, Room 110
Staten Island, NY 10314

Telephone: 718.982.2290
Email: alumni@csi.cuny.edu
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Eye on CSI is a publication of the College of Staten Island,
provided to alumni and friends of the College of Staten
Island and its predecessor institutions, Staten Island
Community College and Richmond College. 

It is the policy of The City University of New York and the
constituent colleges and units of The University to recruit,
employ, retain, promote, and provide benefits to employees
and to admit and provide services for students without
regard to race, color, creed, national origin, ethnicity,
ancestry, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, marital status, legally registered domestic
partnership status, disability, predisposing genetic
characteristics, alienage, citizenship, military or veteran
status, or status as a victim of domestic violence. Sexual
harassment, a form of sex discrimination, is prohibited
under the University’s Policy Against Sexual Harassment.

If you have any comments, suggestions, or information
for “Keeping Tabs,” please contact the Alumni Relations
Office at 718.982.2290, alumni@csi.cuny.edu, or 2800
Victory Boulevard, Building 1A, Room 110, Staten
Island, NY 10314.

Dear Alumni and Friends:

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Winter 2015 edition of
Eye on CSI, which will bring you up to date on the latest
advances of our institution, our students, our faculty and staff,
and our alumni.

In recent issues, we have told you about the continued
expansion of our academic programs in an effort to better serve
our students and our community. I am happy to report that
those achievements are now garnering national attention with
the College receiving accolades and inclusion on “Best of” lists
from publications such as U.S. News & World Report, Money,

and Forbes. Our outstanding programs and faculty, as well as our beautiful 204-acre campus, are
quickly making CSI a destination campus for students, not only from around New York City, but
around the world.

Much of this recognition focuses on the exceptional value of a CSI education, but we also realize the
importance of a higher education degree, regardless of the granting institution. In this edition, you
will learn about CSI’s participation, along with Wagner College and St. John’s University, in the
30,000 Degrees initiative, which seeks to drastically increase the number of Staten Island residents
who hold a baccalaureate or higher degree. The goal of the initiative is to raise the level of civil
prosperity in the Borough, as a more educated community will attract businesses and better jobs to
the Island, as well as increase the level of civic engagement. 

In addition, you will have the opportunity to meet one of CSI’s rising stars, Sean Thatcher. Sean has
overcome great personal adversity to excel in his studies as a Verrazano School student and received a
coveted Goldwater Scholarship.

These are only a few of the College’s many achievements. I look forward to sharing with you other
successes in future issues of Eye on CSI, as the College continues to attract the attention of excellent
students, world-renowned faculty, and national media.

Best wishes,

William J. Fritz, PhD
President

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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30,000 Degrees Initiative 
Seeks to Build Happier, More
Prosperous Borough

According to the 2012 United States
Department of Commerce, United States
Census Bureau Report, Staten Island has the
second-lowest percentage of residents in
NYC who hold a baccalaureate degree or
higher. In an effort to improve this number,
and increase the level of civic prosperity and
economic development on the Island, the
College of Staten Island has become a

founding anchor higher education
institution of the Staten Island Educational
Partnership (SIEP), along with St. John’s
University and Wagner College. The SIEP
has launched 30,000 Degrees, a campus
community-based initiative, which is
modeled after a very successful program in
Louisville, KY called 55,000 Degrees, to
address these issues.

Dr. Michael Kress, CSI Vice President for
Information Technology and Economic
Development, states that, “Increasing the
number of Staten Islanders with Bachelor’s
degrees or higher will improve the quality of
life on Staten Island. Businesses will locate
on Staten Island to take advantage of a high-
quality work force; residents will be healthier
and more civically engaged. The greatest



benefit to Staten Island is to increase civic
prosperity on a short and long time scale.”
Dr. Kress adds that the relocation of
businesses in the Borough will “mitigate the
trend for residents with a baccalaureate or
higher degree from migrating off Island.” 

The SIEP has selected the target number of
30,000 new degrees based upon the U.S.
Census data. “We believe that increasing
Staten Island degree holders by 30,000 in
the next ten years will result in more than
35% of Staten Islanders as degree holders,
making Staten Island second, behind only
Manhattan, of the boroughs of NYC,” Dr.
Kress explains.

Noting that the low percentage for Staten
Islanders might be attributed to a number of
factors, such as residents often seeking
careers in sectors such as the civil service
and construction, where a college degree is
not a necessity, Dr. Kress also points out
that many Islanders find a college degree
economically out of reach. 

With those aspects in mind, Dr. Kress says
that the “SIEP is taking a multi-faceted
approach, working on many levels from

early childhood through K-12 and higher
education. Programs will focus on college
awareness and affordability, college
readiness, college completion, and business
collaborations including internships, job
placement, and networking. The initiative
will build collaborations with educational
institutions, community organizations, faith-
based organizations, and not-for-profits, as
well as businesses to coordinate and foster
successful programs.” 

Dr. Kress states that CSI can make a unique
contribution to the initiative because the
College “brings the perspective of a large
(14,000 students) public institution with a
complete range of college degree
opportunities from associate’s degrees to
PhDs. It provides many opportunities for
academic college readiness programs for
high school graduates who need it, including
immersion, CUNY Start, and ASAP—
Accelerated Study in Associate Programs.”

Some programs already in place include
partnerships with New Dorp High School
and Staten Island Technical High School
(SITech) and their respective feeder schools

to develop college awareness, college readiness,
and financial aid programs to prepare students
for College. In addition, thanks to generous
funding from the Northfield Foundation,
SIEP is able to focus on two special projects
this year: the 30,000 Passport for College
Success and the 30,000 High School
Mentorship programs, which place college
students in high schools to provide support
for college awareness and readiness
programs. Also, CSI will leverage its many
existing initiatives in the high schools such
as the Liberty Partnership, College Now,
Teachers Honors Academy, and high school
mentoring and articulation programs,
among others.

As it proceeds toward fulfillment of its goal
to bolster civic and economic well-being on
Staten Island, the SIEP is also conducting
outreach to spread the word about the value
of a college degree. Early efforts have
included a 30,000 Degrees information
event in July; an informational video
(produced with students from SITech),
geared toward high school students, on the
value of baccalaureate degree, common
concerns, and costs of a degree; and a
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“Increasing the number of Staten Islanders with Bachelor’s degrees
or higher will improve the quality of life on Staten Island.” 

DR. MICHAEL KRESS

partnership with the Staten Island
Economic Development Center to support
the initiative.

In the future, Dr. Kress says that plans
include broadening SIEP’s reach into feeder
schools and other community-based
agencies. The 30,000 Degrees initiative
aligns perfectly with the Mission of The City
University of New York “to provide access
and excellence to our increasingly diverse
population to better prepare our students to
compete in the new global society,” he says.

Dr. Kress acknowledges the valuable
contributions of the 30,000 Degrees team,
comprised of representatives from the three
SIEP anchor institutions, including CSI
members Dr. Kenneth Gold, Interim
Founding Dean of the CSI School of
Education; Sandra Sanchez, Director of
Economic Development and Civic
Prosperity; and Crystal Montalvo, the
30,000 Degrees Project Manager.



In recent years, the College of Staten Island
has been turning heads among members of
the national media, receiving much-deserved
recognition for the quality, yet accessible,
education that it provides its students.
Speaking of these achievements, and the
College’s future course, CSI President Dr.
William J. Fritz says, “Bolstered by our
increased national recognition and our
uniqueness as a 204-acre suburban campus
in New York City, our goal is to define CSI
as the destination campus for some of the
best students within the borough, in the
State, throughout the nation, and across the
globe to achieve academic success. Many of
these rankings attest to the great value of a
CSI degree. Our students receive an
exceptional, yet very affordable, education
that enables them to find personal
fulfillment and affect positive change.”

We are proud to share some of our most
recent accolades with you.

CSI Tops Money Magazine’s 
“Best Colleges” List for 2015-2016
The College of Staten Island has been
selected for Money magazine’s list of the
“Best Colleges” for 2015-2016, identifying
736 schools, out of approximately 1,500
nationwide, that provide the best value per
tuition dollar. Criteria included educational
quality, affordability, and alumni earnings, as
well as a “special value measure,” which
“considered how well students at each
school did versus what would be expected
given their economic and academic
backgrounds, and the institution’s mix of
majors.” With a “Value Added Grade” of A-,
the College is ranked third for public
institutions in New York State behind
CUNY Baruch and SUNY Maritime, and
eighth among public institutions in the
Mideast region. This is the second year of
growth for CSI in the rankings.

G.I. Jobs Magazine Names CSI a
“Military-Friendly School” for the
Sixth Year in a Row
The College again received recognition of its
exemplary programs for its student-veterans,
as G.I. Jobs magazine named CSI a “Top
Military-Friendly School” in the country.
This ranking is based upon the College’s
commitment to serving the needs of students
with military experience and its wide array
of services designed for student-veterans. This
is the sixth year in a row in which CSI was
ranked in this list of military-friendly colleges,
universities, and trade schools in the nation.

U.S. News & World Report Includes
CSI in Its “Best Colleges” List
For the third consecutive year, U.S. News &
World Report’s “Best Colleges” list for Regional
Universities (North) has highlighted the College
of Staten Island. According to the publication,
the ranking model offers “reliable and 

Excellence and Affordability

CSI Continues to 
Receive National Recognition for



TOP ROW (l to r) Rose Zrake ’15 Earned a college degree at age 87 | Calvin Holder Professor of the CSI Department of History and African American Studies
program | Andrew Simontacchi ’15 Creative Writing Major Who Earned an AP Award | Emily Rice Assistant Professor in the Engineering Science and Physics
Department who was awarded the Henry Wasser Award for Outstanding Scholarship | Nabila Zubair Awarded the 2015 Peter Jennings Scholarship Laurel Award
at The Graduate Center, CUNY | Cate Marvin Recently awarded a 2015 John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship in Poetry | Alan Benimoff A
leading CSI researcher of the impact of superstorms on Staten Island | Lucinda Zawadzki '15 CSI Salutatorian and graduate from the Macaulay Honors College:
University Scholars Program at CSI   BOTTOM ROW (l to r) Kawsar Ibrahim '15 CSI Valedictorian, a student with the Macaulay Honors College at CSI, who graduated
Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology, and minors in Biochemistry, Chemistry, and Studio Art | Stephen Hongach '15 This year’s Co-Class
Speaker for The Verrazano School's Sixth Annual Convocation | Charles Liu Director of The Verrazano School Honors Program and the Macaulay Honors College at
CSI who appeared on the StarTalk radio show, starring Neil deGrasse Tyson, along with Star Trek’s George Takei | Sean Thatcher ’17 A 2015 Goldwater Scholarship
winner who is majoring in Biology with a minor in Geology in The Verrazano School Honors Program | Irma K. Cruz Velez Recipient of the Aramis Gonzalo Rios
Memorial Scholarship | Naomi Edwards A Macaulay Honors College scholar, Duane Morris LLP Summer scholar, Macaulay junior mentor, Legal Studies Institute at
CSI participant, and Project Hospitality community volunteer | Zaghloul Ahmed A CSI faculty member who earned four major grants for his work in treating
mobility complications due to serious spinal cord injuries | Joshua Mehigan A doctoral student at The Graduate Center, CUNY and teaching fellow at CSI who was
named a 2015 Guggenheim Fellow in Poetry.

These accolades would not have been possible without the many
achievements of the members of our College community. Below are but

a few examples of people who are making a difference at CSI.

consistent data on nearly 1,800 schools to allow
[parents and students] to compare them.” 

Forbes Names CSI One of “America’s
Top Colleges”
The “America’s Top Colleges” list by Forbes,
which includes the College of Staten Island,
showcases colleges that offer a high return-
on-investment education with a focus on
just one measurement: outcomes. Ranking
criteria include low student debt and high
graduation rates, as well as student
satisfaction and career success. 

CSI Named One of the Nation’s Best-
Bang-for-the-Buck Colleges by
Washington Monthly
Washington Monthly has named the College
of Staten Island (CSI) one of “America’s
Best-Bang-for-the-Buck Colleges” for 2015.
Based on the rankings published in their book
The Other College Guide: A Roadmap for the

Right School for You, the rankings highlight
schools in the Northeast that offer a best
value-based on “net” (not sticker) price,
how well the institution performed in
graduating the students that they admit, and
whether those students go on to earn at least
enough to pay off their loans.

CSI Ranks in Top 15% Nationwide
for Alumni Salary Potential
It is not only important for students to
succeed during their academic careers, but
in their professional ones, as well. In
recognition of the career achievements of
CSI alumni, PayScale’s 2015-2016 College
Salary Report has placed the College of
Staten Island in the top 15%, nationwide, in
its rankings of more than 1,000 colleges and
universities by the median salaries of their
alumni. The report ranks the best
universities and colleges by salary potential.

CSI Ranked Sixth on CollegeNET’s
“Social Mobility Index”
In another reflection of the value and impact
of a CSI education, the College was ranked
sixth in the nation on the Social Mobility Index
(SMI), published by CollegeNET, a Portland,
Oregon-based, privately held company whose
rankings focus directly and broadly on the
issue of economic mobility. CSI also ranked
third in New York State on the SMI, topped
by only Baruch and City colleges. The SMI
differs from most other rankings in that it
determines to what extent a college or
university educates more economically
disadvantaged people (family incomes below
the national median) at lower tuition so that
they graduate into good-paying jobs. The SMI
is computed from five variables: published
tuition, percent of student body whose families
are below the U.S. median income, graduation
rate, reported median salary zero to five years
after graduation, and endowment.
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Sean Thatcher, a senior with The Verrazano
School Honors Program at the College of
Staten Island (CSI) was recently named a
2015 Barry M. Goldwater Scholar, one of
only 300 students nationwide to earn this
prestigious distinction.

A Biology major with a Geology minor, Sean
has been working with Dr. Jane Alexander in
examining the Palisades Sill in North
Bergen, NJ, as well as with the Greenbelt
Conservancy as a Development Associate.

Sean was introduced to the Goldwater
Scholarship program when he attended a
workshop led by the Career and Scholarship
Center’s Michele Galati. She eventually
nominated Sean for the Scholarship due to his
impressive GPA, excellence in the STEM
fields, and ambition for research, which was
validated by his project proposal for a Coastal
Management Strategy in an effort to help

prevent against coastal flooding on Staten Island
as a result of storms and future sea level rise.

What makes Sean Thatcher’s accomplishments
all the more impressive is that in 2009 he
had an accident that resulted in a spinal
cord injury that has left him almost
completely paralyzed from the neck down.

Just after completing his freshman year at
SUNY Oneonta in upstate New York, Sean
went swimming in a lake with his family and
was badly injured after diving underwater
and hitting his head, breaking three vertebra.
After two years of therapy, Sean, a Staten
Island native, decided that it was time to
return to school so he enrolled at CSI for the
convenience but soon realized that the
College had given him the tools to do
exactly what he wanted to do.

During his second semester at CSI, Sean
attended one of Dr. Alexander’s Historical

Geology classes and was instantly hooked.
He realized, however, that being a
quadriplegic would make fieldwork for a
potential geologist challenging.

“There was a steep learning curve,” said
Sean, of studying from his wheelchair. “It
took a lot of practice, but I was lucky in that
I had very accommodating professors that
also didn’t let me off the hook because of
my condition.” This was made the most
apparent during Dr. Alexander’s classes’
field trips to the Palisades Sill where Sean
was given “different types of work to
accomplish, but never easier.”

Sean became an efficient manager of data
that the other students collected. He
collected the notes and collated them making
them simpler and easier to understand.

Sean has presented research on the Palisades
Sill at the Geological Society of America

SEAN THATCHER
NAMED 2015 GOLDWATER SCHOLAR



(GSA) Conference in 2014 and 2015. 
The research team, in which he is currently
participating, is investigating a mineral
discovered in the metamorphosed rocks,
called smoky quartz, which may have broad-
reaching implications on the understanding
of how the Sill altered the chemistry of the
preexisting rocks millions of years ago. The
presentation of the results for the smoky
quartz research took place on April 30 at
CSI’s Annual Undergraduate Conference on
Research, Scholarship, and Performance.

Along with his work with the Palisades Sill,
Sean is also working with the Greenbelt
Conservancy, a not-for-profit whose 
mission is to “promote, sustain and enhance
Staten Island’s 2,800-acre Greenbelt
through education, recreation, conservation
and research.”

Sean wants to use the Goldwater Scholarship
to help him continue his research and seek a
PhD in Environmental Sciences.

While he is passionate about his research,
Sean also enjoys teaching. “I really enjoy
helping students with their studies and
conveying my passion for research,” he says
of wanting to teach at the college level. “I
find it to be a very rewarding experience.”

Sean spent last summer working on a
CUNY Pipeline Fellowship along with Dr.
Alexander. The purpose of the Fellowship,
according to Sean, is to “encourage
underrepresented students who intend to
earn PhDs and teach in their fields at the
university level.” 

When asked what advice he would give to
students who are struggling to find their
passion, he answered, “Try everything. It’s
the easiest way to discover what you like.”

The Goldwater Scholarship was established
by the United States Congress in 1986 and is
the premiere federally funded undergraduate
award of its type. It is designed to foster and
encourage outstanding students to pursue
careers and PhDs in the sciences,
engineering, mathematics, computer science,
and related fields. 
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During his second semester at CSI, Sean attended one of Dr. Jane
Alexander’s Historical Geology classes and was instantly hooked. He
realized, however, that being a quadriplegic would make fieldwork
for a potential geologist challenging.



FACULTY FOCUS

Cate Marvin was recently
awarded a 2015 John Simon
Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation Fellowship in Poetry.

Professor Marvin, who conducts
poetry workshops and teaches
creative writing and literature
classes with the English
Department at CSI, notes that
this year was not the first year
that she applied for the
Fellowship. She says that makes
the award even more
“rewarding” since she
understands the effort that goes
into the application process as
well as what the award means
for an artist’s career. “The
Guggenheim Fellowship is not
for emerging writers,” said Prof.
Marvin, adding, “The biggest
honor of the award is that it is
not only recognition for the
work you have done but a vote
of confidence for the work you
will do in the future.” The
Guggenheim Fellowship is
doubly meaningful since it is
awarded to members of
different disciplines; it places

one’s work among the pantheon
of artists, scholars, and
scientists, and gives each award
equal importance.

The award comes just on the
heels of the publication of her
latest book of poems, Oracle
Poems: which Poet Laureate
Robert Pinsky called “a witty and
elegiac new collection from the
author of ‘exhilarating, fierce
[and] powerful’ verse,” and
Vanity Fair asserts “channels the
colorful voices of Staten Island.”

The poems contained within
Oracle all concern women in
contemporary culture who
speak to power and control. In
her discussions of the book,
Prof. Marvin calls Oracle “a
book of elegies” and notes that it
is “definitely haunted.”

Prof. Marvin states that by the
age of 11, she was “pretty into
poetry” and credits her parents
for never pressuring her “to do
something with your life,” which
she fears many other parents do
to their children.

“I knew I wanted to be a poet by
the time I was 17,” she says of
discovering her unique talents.
“I remember writing a poem
and feeling like the poem was
being written through me.” She
“figured out this is great; I love
this,” during a creative writing
class in high school.

Her passion for writing extends
to the classroom where she
encourages her creative writing
students to “lose their self-
consciousness” and to start
getting rid of what she calls
“that inner censor.” She admits
that writing is hard but
something that is worth all of
the work. Although it is not
glamorous, this effort is
something that is not only part
of writing, it is something that
she actually enjoys, and she tries
to share that passion for writing
and evolving as an artist with
her students.

Along with her work as a writer
and a teacher, she co-founded
VIDA: Women in Literary Arts

in 2009 with several other
writers to encourage more
women to get involved in critical
discourse. She believes that
collaboration can be seriously
beneficial to writers since they
can be “pretty solitary—it’s just
the nature of the work.”
According to VIDA’s Website,
the organization’s mission is to
“increase critical attention to
contemporary women’s writing
as well as further transparency
around gender equality issues in
contemporary literary culture.”

As Prof. Marvin celebrates her
Fellowship award, she is also
looking ahead to her next work,
a proposed book of poems
about Willowbrook, and the
suffering that occurred where
CSI’s campus now stands.

Since 1925, the John Simon
Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation has annually offered
Fellowships to artists, scholars,
and scientists in all fields. Often
characterized as a “midcareer”
award that is intended for men
and women who have already
demonstrated exceptional
capacity for productive
scholarship or exceptional
creative ability in the arts, the
Foundation receives between
3,500 and 4,000 applications
each year. This year, after
considering the recommendations
of panels and juries consisting of
hundreds of distinguished
artists, scholars, and scientists,
the Board of Trustees has
granted 175 Fellowships across
more than 50 disciplines.      

Cate Marvin Wins Guggenheim on Heels of Recent Book
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AROUND CAMPUS

The cloudy skies over the 66th
Commencement at the College of Staten
Island on the morning of May 28 did not
darken the joyous mood of the 2,631
graduates, their families and friends, and
College faculty and staff as they gathered on
the Great Lawn of CSI’s Willowbrook campus.

After opening remarks by then Provost and
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr.
Fred Naider, President William J. Fritz came to
the lectern. He began his remarks by
emphasizing CSI’s great legacy, which was
built upon the impressive achievements of the
students, faculty, and staff at CSI’s predecessor
institutions, Staten Island Community College
(SICC) and Richmond College. Then, after an
audio clip of Charlotte Eldred (née Montalbano,
who passed away in 2013 at the age of 75), one
of the first graduates from SICC, speaking at
that institution’s first Commencement in
1958, he went on to outline Charlotte’s
remarkable journey through life as a dedicated,
accomplished, and award-winning teacher, as
well as a published writer. 

“Charlotte’s life shows us that the noble
mission of The City University of New York
and the College of Staten Island has
endured for almost six decades, a mission
that promises full access to quality higher

education, the pursuit of academic
excellence, and the opportunity to give
back,” Dr. Fritz said.

Dr. Fritz noted that the mission lives on in
students like Kawsar Ibrahim, 2015
Valedictorian with the Macaulay Honors
College at CSI, who started medical school
last fall, and who “is already making this
world a better place, having served abroad in
Panama with the Global Medical Brigades
to bring medical and dental healthcare and
education to people in need.”

Another example of the continuing mission is
junior Sean Thatcher, who, in 2009, became
quadriplegic from an accident that injured
his spinal cord. “Through it all, through all of
the challenges and obstacles before him, Sean
is here today,” Dr. Fritz commented. “And
just recently, Sean was awarded the Goldwater
Scholarship, the nation’s premiere academic
award for undergraduates majoring in math,
science, and engineering.”

The President listed institutions of higher
education that have accepted CSI graduates,
such as Yale University School of Medicine,
Brown University, Harvard University, and
Cornell Law School, and recent national
accolades from publications including TIME
magazine and U.S. News & World Report.

This year’s ceremony also bestowed the
honorary degree of Doctor of Humane
Letters on Sally W. Williams, a community
activist, founding and current member of the
College of Staten Island Foundation (past
President), and daughter of Dr. Arleigh B.
Williamson, one of the founders of SICC and
Richmond College.

This year’s valedictorian, Kawsar Ibrahim,
told the story of how her doctor tried to
discourage her from following in his
footsteps because she was a woman of

Middle Eastern descent, and how that
advice only strengthened her determination
to become a doctor and help others. After
mentioning the many research, volunteer,
and mentoring opportunities that CSI
offered her, and discussing her time as a
medical volunteer in Panama, she proudly
told the audience, “Now that I will be
starting medical school at The New York
College of Podiatric Medicine this fall, it
seems that the door my doctor tried to close
had something stuck in its way: me.”

Before closing by thanking CSI faculty and
staff, her family, and her classmates, Ibrahim
urged her fellow grads to always follow their
dreams and persevere in the face of obstacles.

Also in attendance to honor the College’s
newest alumni and extend their support
were U.S. Senator Charles Schumer; CUNY
Vice Chancellor for Budget and Finance
Matthew Sapienza; and CUNY Trustee
Joseph K. Awadjie.

66th Commencement Spotlights Accomplishments and Progress

Valedictorian Kawsar Ibrahim



The Staten Island LGBT Community
Center honored the College of Staten Island
with its 2015 Community Enrichment
Award. The award is in recognition of the
College’s continued dedication and
contributions to the LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, and /or Queer)
community under the leadership of
Presidents Tomás Morales and William
Fritz, and in acknowledgment of their
commitment to providing a welcoming
atmosphere for LGBTQ faculty, staff, and
students on campus.

CSI has a very active Gay-Straight Alliance
(GSA) that supports many social programs
on campus. A recognized student group, the
GSA provides the opportunity for students
to gain valuable leadership skills and the
ability to plan events, work with a budget,
and organize programs. The GSA has a long
history of collaborative work with the Staten
Island LGBT Community Center, which
includes various workshops, programs, and
special events.

In 2011, CSI reopened its LGBTQ
Resource Center, as part of the Office of
Student Life, which is used by dozens of
LGBTQ and ally students. Under the
leadership of staff members Jeremiah
Jurkiewicz and Carol Brower, the walk-in
center includes a library and has been
expanding its programming to include Safe
Space training, an LGBTQ Convocation,
and a Pride Camp.

In addition, CSI has hired many leading
faculty members to teach Queer Studies.
Over the last several years, the Women’s
Studies program was renamed Women,
Gender, and Sexuality (WGS) Studies,
which is an interdisciplinary program that
includes LGBTQ Studies. Students are able
to earn a Bachelor’s degree in WGS Studies.

In 2013, LGBTQ faculty members Matt
Brim and David Gerstner, spearheaded and
hosted the inaugural CUNY-wide “Queer-
CUNY Symposium” that led to many new
initiatives that are now supported by the

University Chancellor and the University
Dean of Recruitment and Diversity.

Next year, CSI will be conducting an all-
campus climate assessment that will look at
various dimensions of the learning, working,
and learning environment, which will
include LGBTQ issues.

Also, CSI students, faculty, and staff
participate in the annual Pride Parade
hosted by the Center as well as volunteer at
the Center and Center-sponsored events.
Additionally, the Staten Island LGBT
Community Center is a placement site for
students within the Master’s in Social Work
degree program and Master’s-degree
Mental Health interns, and is also a location
for students in the CUNY Service Corps.

CSI was also proud to host the fourth annual
Lavender Graduation Reception in 2015
with a program that celebrated the successes
of LGBTQ students, and allowed faculty,
staff, allies, and alumni to recognize their
achievement in attaining a degree at CSI.

The Staten Island LGBT Community
Center’s Community Enrichment Award
was given to the College of Staten Island on
Friday, June 19, 2015 at the Historic Old
Bermuda Inn at its annual One Island One
Pride Dinner Dance.

Past recipients of the Community
Enrichment Award include the Unitarian
Church of Staten Island and Staten Island
University Hospital.

The Staten Island LGBT Community
Center is a project of Community Health
Action of Staten Island (CHASI), which is
in the process of spinning off as the Pride
Center of Staten Island, an independent
non-profit that is a New York State and
federally recognized 501(c)3 organization.

CSI Receives 2015 LGBT Community Enrichment Award
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Khatmeh Osseiran-Hanna has
been named Vice President for
Institutional Advancement and

External Affairs at the College
of Staten Island. She began her
tenure at CSI on August 17, 2015.

With more than 20 years of
experience in higher education,
Ms. Osseiran-Hanna has expertise
in non-profit management,
fundraising, marketing and
communications, advocacy, and
alumni and community relations.
She has served as the Director
of Advancement, North America,

for the University of Queensland,
Australia since 2012. Prior to
her role at the University of
Queensland, she served in various
leadership positions including
Vice President for University
Advancement at New Jersey City
University for four years, and
Assistant Vice President of Planned
Giving and Senior Major Gift
Officer at the New Jersey Institute
of Technology for seven years.

She has also worked for Fairleigh
Dickinson University and The
American University of Beirut.

Ms. Osseiran-Hanna holds a BA
in International Affairs from
George Washington University,
a Certificate in Planned Giving
from the College of William and
Mary, and has pursued a
graduate degree in Islamic
Studies and Economics from
McGill University.

Gary Reichard Named Provost and Senior VP for Academic Affairs

Dr. Gary W. Reichard has been
named Provost and Senior Vice
President for Academic Affairs at
the College of Staten Island.

Dr. Reichard has a career in higher
education spanning more than
40 years. He began his academic
career at The Ohio State
University, where he taught for
11 years and served as Chair of
the History Department.
Subsequently, he held faculty
and academic administrative
positions at the University of
Delaware; the University of
Maryland, College Park; and
Florida Atlantic University.

From 1994 to 2009, Dr.
Reichard held various academic
leadership positions in the
California State University
(CSU) system.

After retiring from the CSU
system office in 2009, Dr.
Reichard held a succession of
interim Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs positions
through the Registry for College
and University Presidents,
including most recently at CSU,
Dominguez Hills, and the CSU

Maritime Academy. He assumed
his duties at CSI on July 1, 2015.

Dr. Reichard holds a BA from the
College of Wooster, an MA from
Vanderbilt University, and a PhD
in History from Cornell University.
He has published numerous
scholarly books, articles, book
chapters, and reviews in the field
of recent United States political
history, in addition to giving
many professional presentations
on both U.S. history topics, as
well as higher education.

Khatmeh Osseiran-Hanna Named VP for Institutional
Advancement and External Affairs

Dr. Christopher M. Giordano
has been named Assistant Vice
President for Student Affairs/

Dean of Students at the College
of Staten Island. He began his
tenure at CSI on July 1, 2015.

Dr. Giordano has a 20-year
career of progressive leadership
in all aspects of higher education
student affairs. Prior to joining the
College of Staten Island, Dr.
Giordano served as the Dean of
Student Life at Owens
Community College in Toledo,
OH. For six years, he managed a

staff of 40, and was responsible
for all non-academic and co-
curricular aspects of the student
experience that engaged and
advanced student development,
learning, retention, and success.

Prior to Owens, Dr. Giordano
served in leadership roles at the
University of Toledo, Suffolk
University, the University of
Connecticut, and Long Island
University/C.W. Post.

An accomplished teacher and
national presenter with
numerous professional
certificates, Dr. Giordano holds
a BA from Rowan University, an
MS from Upsala College, a
Graduate Certificate from
Suffolk University, and a
Doctorate of Philosophy in
Higher Education from the
University of Toledo.

Chris Giordano Named AVP for Student Affairs/Dean of Students



Nabila Zubair was awarded the 2015 Peter
Jennings Scholarship Laurel Award at The
Graduate Center of The City University of
New York (CUNY).

The Peter Jennings Scholarship Laurel Award
program provides scholarships to adults who
have recently completed their coursework with
great success, achieved their High School
Equivalency (HSE) diplomas through
CUNY’s Adult Learning Centers (ALC), and
who will continue their education at a CUNY
College. The scholarships, in the amount of
$1,000 each, were awarded to ten individuals
at the June 18 event with the support of his
widow Kayce Freed Jennings.

Growing up in Kuwait, Nabila Zubair was a
serious student in school and particularly did
well in science and biology classes. When
Nabila married at 17 years old, her hopes for
further education were no longer a possibility.
In her culture, a married woman was required
to put aside her hopes and concentrate her
time and energy toward caring for her family.

“Nabila’s secret wish was to have the
opportunity to go to college and continue
studying topics in biology and science and
become a nurse,” explains Donna Grant,
Director of the ALC, English as a Second
Language (ESOL) Programs, and CUNY
Start at CSI. ”It is amazing to me that she
has persevered through so many obstacles.”

Nabila was a young newlywed with an
infant child when Iraq invaded Kuwait,
resulting in the Persian Gulf War. It was
during that time that Nabila’s husband’s

business was burned to the ground.

The family fled Kuwait, and for the next
eight years they were unsettled, living in
three different countries.

With her four children and husband, she
arrived in the United States in 1999, where
Nabila’s first priority toward achieving a
college degree was to improve her English
language skills.

When she enrolled in the ALC in 2010, she
was not quite at a third grade reading level.
At the end of that semester, her assessment
test score had moved her into a Pre-GED-
level class, demonstrating literacy skills at
the middle school level. After Nabila’s first
semester, family responsibilities again became
the only priority, putting her goal on hold
again. Then, in 2012, Superstorm Sandy
devastated Nabila’s Staten Island neighborhood
and her husband’s small business. Postponing
her studies for a time to rebuild her family
business, Nabila eventually returned to the
ALC, continued to make literacy gains, and
took the high school equivalency (HSE) exam
in the summer of 2014. She successfully
passed the HSE exam that summer, and
transitioned to the CUNY Language
Immersion Program (CLIP), where she is
completing the advanced class.

“It is really our privilege to serve Nabila and
the students of the ALC,” says Christopher
Cruz Cullari, Executive Director of
Continuing Education and Professional
Development. “There are many students in
our programs who share similar stories of
success despite facing enormous obstacles,
and I am deeply impressed with the
commitment and resiliency of our students.”

The Office of Continuing Education and
Professional Development supervises
programs in pre-college remediation such
as CUNY Start, as well as programs for
Workforce Development, Community
Development, English for Speakers of Other
Languages, and the 1199 Union Student
Support Program for Working Adults.  

From L to R: Dr. William J. Fritz, Nabila
Zubair, and Kayce Freed Jennings.

Dr. Elena McCoy
Dr. Elena McCoy, Associate Professor of
Biology at the College of Staten Island,
passed away last May. Her academic interests
included program development in the
areas of science education and the allied
health sciences. Professor McCoy served
as the Biology representative to the Teacher
Education Honors Academy, was a member
of the Environmental Science Center, and
directed the Medical Technology
Undergraduate Program in the Biology
Department. Her research interests
concerned the metabolism and biological
activity of environmental agents.

Dr. McCoy was the lead author of an
article reporting the discovery of a new
class of environmental toxins that made
the cover of Science magazine. She also
published these findings in the July 2014
issue of Taurine at the age of 78.

In addition to her academic pursuits, Dr.
McCoy advised graduate, undergraduate,
and high school students with interests in
laboratory research.

Department of Biology Chairperson Dr.
Abdeslem El Idrissi commented on the
significant impact that Dr. McCoy had at
the College. “To know Dr. McCoy was to
love her. She has touched the heart of so
many.”

Dr. McCoy received a BS in Medical
Technology from Quinnipiac College,
and an MS in Microbiology and a PhD in
Microbiology from the University of
Connecticut.

The Elena C. McCoy Memorial
Commencement Award in Biology has
been established to create an ongoing
remembrance of what was important in
Dr. McCoy’s professional life. The award
will recognize the achievement of an
exceptional student who demonstrates
outstanding performance in microbiology
as a Biology major enrolled at the College
of Staten Island. 

Nabila Zubair Earns Peter Jennings Award
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The past academic year has been
exceptionally rewarding for Dr. Zaghloul
Ahmed, an Associate Professor with the
Department of Physical Therapy (DPT) 
of the School of Health Sciences at the
College of Staten Island, who has earned
four major grants for his work in treating
mobility complications due to serious spinal
cord injuries.

The grants, two awarded by the New York
State Department of Health, one by PSC
CUNY, and one by the National Institutes
of Health (NIH), total nearly $850,000
toward Dr. Ahmed and his collaborator’s
spinal cord injury research.

Dr. Ahmed’s research on spinal cord injuries
focuses on using Trans-Spinal Direct
Current Stimulation to alter the muscle tone
in mice suffering from spasticity due to this
type of anomaly. According to Dr. Ahmed,
the spasticity causes stiffness of the muscles
affected by the nerve damage caused by
spinal injuries. This stiffness can cause
patients suffering from these ailments to

have difficulty moving and going about their
daily lives.

Dr. Ahmed’s project aims to discover what
types of treatment can lead to long-term
relief in people who have suffered from
spinal cord damage or even from strokes.

The experiment tasks the researchers to run
a very weak direct current through a
mouse’s spinal cord suffering from spasticity
in order to stimulate the corresponding
nerve. What they have found is that
depending on several factors such as current
duration, intensity, direction, and location,
there is a significant decrease in muscle tone
abnormality, which results in increased
motor movement.

Dr. Ahmed commented “I am very happy
and grateful that the government has given
us this grant. We can now expand our work
and get ready for the next application.”

The next step in the research, Dr. Ahmed
hopes, will move the work from mice to
clinical trials in humans although there are
still a few factors that need to be clarified.

“We still need to investigate how long the
treatment will be effective, what dosage, and
how much current exactly we need to pass
through,” said Dr. Ahmed on the work that

his lab is conducting.

“We always have one or two groups working
on different levels of this project,”
commented Dr. Ahmed on the fluidity of
the program, adding that the Physical
Therapy Department currently has a system
where each of the faculty gets a small group
of students to work on their clinical
research. There is currently one cohort of
students working on mice and another
group working on the human element of the
project, studying reflexes, which will one day
apply to Dr. Ahmed’s project once it enters
human clinical trials.

“Our physical therapy students [at CSI] are
working very hard,” noted Dr. Ahmed,
adding that he has also engaged a group of
high school students to work on the
behavioral aspects of the project.

These grants awarded for Dr. Ahmed’s
project, along with his research team’s
dedication and hard work, will one day
benefit those who have suffered from spinal
cord injuries and help them to once again
lead normal lives.

Dr. Zaghloul Ahmed also received the 2011
NYC BioAccelerate Prize for a Neural
Stimulation System.

Four Major Grants Strengthen Spinal Cord Injury Research

Dr. Zaghloul Ahmed



SCHOLARLY ACHIEVEMENTS

MAJOR PUBLICATIONS

Mobile Media Practices, Presence and
Politics: The Challenge of Being Seamlessly
Mobile, by Kathleen M. Cumiskey and
Larissa Hjorth, Routledge, 2015.

WSQ: Child, WSQ Volume 43, Numbers
1&2, by Anna Mae Duane and Sarah Chinn,
and edited by Cynthia Chris and Matt
Brim, The Feminist Press at CUNY, 2015.

Sexuality and Politics: Regional Dialogues
from the Global South, Volume I and II,
edited by Rafael de la Dehesa, Sexuality
Policy Watch (ABIA), 2015.

A Moral Defense of Recreational Drug Use, by
Rob Lovering, Palgrave Macmillan, 2015.

The Handy Astronomy Answer Book, 3rd
Edition, by Charles Liu, Visible Ink Press,
2015.

Oracle: Poems, by Cate Marvin, W. W.
Norton & Company, Inc., 2015.

Teaching and Learning Signed Languages:
International Perspectives and Practices, by
David McKee, Rachel McKee, and edited by
Russell S. Rosen, Palgrave Macmillan, 2015.

Christina Tortora published a book with
Oxford University Press entitled A
Comparative Grammar of Borgomanerese.

PUBLICATIONS AND AWARDS

Dr. Zaghloul Ahmed, has earned four
major grants for his research on treating
spinal cord injuries.

CSI Associate Professor of English Ava
Chin, author of Eating Wildly (Simon &
Schuster, 2014), was recently featured on
the PBS TV program Victory Garden
discussing urban foraging.

Valkiria Duran-Narucki penned “The
Changing Role of the Professor” for “The
Opinion Pages” of The New York Times in
response to “What’s the Point of a Professor?”

Richard Flanagan was featured in The
Wall Street Journal article “Largest Police

Union Backs Democrat in DA Race: Ex-
congressman Leads in Fundraising on Staten
Island; Republican Says She Isn’t Concerned.” 

He also offered expert commentary in The
Wall Street Journal article “Staten Island
Race Features Star Power versus Grit.” 

Ken Gold, Interim Dean of the School of
Education, was a featured expert on CNN’s
Back to School: Why August Is the New
September.

Li Ge’s research,“Light-Powered Gyroscope
Is World’s Smallest: Promises a Powerful Spin
on Navigation Technologies,” was published
in Optica.

Patti Gross was appointed to the Mayor’s
Panel on Mental Health.

Tyehimba Jess was one of 25 scholars
from across the country who converged on
the Kansas Union for a two-week summer
intensive institute entitled “Black Poetry.”

Giancarlo Lombardi was chosen as the
new Executive Officer of the PhD program in
Comparative Literature at The Graduate
Center, CUNY, for a three-year term.

Rob Lovering appeared on HuffPost Live
as part of a panel on “Deep Dive: Drugs,
Religion & Western Morality.”

A new talk show starring Neil deGrasse
Tyson included Charles Liu, Director of
The Verrazano School Honors Program and
the Macaulay Honors College at CSI. 

Michael Mandiberg’s exhibit From Aaaaa!
To ZZZap! based on his larger project Print
Wikipedia, opened at the Denny Gallery and
was featured in The NY Times.

Joshua Mehigan has been named a 2015
Guggenheim Fellow in Poetry.

A symposium in honor of the scientific
contributions of Dr. Fred Naider was held
at CSI’s Center for the Arts.

Emily Rice received the Board of the
CUNY Academy of the Humanities and
Sciences’ Henry Wasser Award for
Outstanding Scholarship.

Lauren Rogers-Sirin and her husband,
Selcuk Sirin, a psychologist at NYU, were
featured in the New York Daily News
“Medical Daily.”

Marianne Weil was featured in a YouTube
video of her recent gallery exhibit in St.
Petersburg.

In the Audubon article, “New York’s Fresh
Kills Landfill Gets an Epic Facelift,” the author
profiles the work of Mark Hauber from
Hunter College and Richard Veit and
Seth Wollney from the College of Staten
Island.

Ying Zhu was a featured expert on National
Public Radio’s “How China’s Censors
Influence Hollywood,” by Frank Langfitt. 

He also published “China’s Spring Festival
Gala: Political Theater Made to Party
Orders,” on the ChinaRealTime blog of The
Wall Street Journal.

Sarah Schulman, Distinguished Professor
of English, gave a series of lectures in
Europe in fall 2015. She spoke at
Stadelschule, an Arts University in Frankfurt,
Germany. She also spoke in London at the
Soho Theater, and in Belfast as part of the
Irish Queer Arts Festival.

Ismael García-Colón was selected as one
of the distinguished panelists at the
symposium One-Hundred Years of the Jones
Act & Puerto Rican U.S. Citizenship,
examining the history and legacy of the
naturalization of Puerto Ricans as United
States citizens.

Nan Sussman's research was featured in
an article by Chantal Panozzo in his Wall
Street Journal article “The Eternal Expatriate:
Why Many Repatriates Feel The Desire to Go
Back Abroad.”
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The Center for the Arts Atrium
transformed into the home of
some of the Island’s best cuisine,
last spring, as the CSI Alumni
Association hosted the Sixth
Annual Savor the Flavors event.
All food and services were
generously supplied by restaurants
and vendors so that all proceeds
could go to the Alumni Legacy

Scholarship fund. Savor the
Flavors has raised enough
money in the event’s first five
years to fund 32 scholarships for
deserving students.

CSI Alumni Affairs Coordinator
Donna Garambone commented,
“We are very proud to work
with such generous restaurants

and vendors to bring this event
to the community another year
and that our students will
continue to benefit from the
funds raised.”

As in past years, a highlight of
the event was the judging of the
dishes by Eddie Canlon, the
Food Network’s Chopped
Champion in 2012, and Rob
Burmeister, who has appeared
on the Food Network’s Chopped
and Cut Throat Kitchen. This
year’s award winners included:
• Best Decor: Moe's 

Southwest Grill
• Best Dessert: Cake Chef

(First Place) and Delish Dish
(Second Place)                       

• Best Dish: Ho'Brah Taco Joint
(First Place), Port Richmond
High School Culinary Arts
Program (Second Place), and
Liberty Tavern (Third Place)

Savor the Flavors was sponsored
by Liberty Mutual, Kohl’s Cares,
UPS, and Sweet Brook Nursery,

with music provided by Feel the
Beat Productions, and
photography by Paul Caminiti.

Once again, James McBratney,
’05,  current Alumni Advisory
Board member and President,
Staten Island Restaurant and
Tavern Association, served as
Event Chair.

Participating restaurants and
vendors included: Afternoone’s,
Beans and Leaves, Bocelli
Restaurant, Bridge Tavern, Cake
Chef, Canlon’s Restaurant,
Cookie Jar, Delish Dishes,
Ho'Brah Taco Joint, Jimmy Max
(Westerleigh & Great Kills),
Killmeyer's Old Bavaria Inn,
Liberty Tavern, Manor Restaurant,
Miller’s Ale House, Moe’s,
Mother Moose, Nucci’s South,
Park Café, Piece A Cake Bakery,
Port Richmond High School
Culinary Arts Program, Punzone
Organic Vodka, R. Ipploito
Distributing, Randall Manor
Tavern, The Beer Garden, The
Stone House, and Vino Divino. 

Savor the Flavors Offers Culinary Delights While Helping Students

Class Reunions at the Sixty-sixth Commencement 

CSI Alumni marking graduation years ending in 0 or 5 assembled to march in this year’s Commencement procession.

Second place winners Port Richmond High School Culinary Arts Program are
presented with a plaque by Judges Eddie Canlon and Rob Burmeister, and event
Chair James McBratney '05.



The adage “it’s
never too late” is
proven again.

Rose Zrake, age
87, received her
Bachelor of Arts
degree in English
Literature during
Commencement at

the College of Staten Island on May 28.
She has now realized a dream that began
decades ago.

Zrake married in her 20s, raised five
children and then, in her 40s, began her
college career. Taking just one or two
classes a semester, the road to a degree 

seemed daunting and she stopped for a
long while. But her love of learning and
her love of the arts brought her back to the
classroom a few years ago.

Taking classes with students who were the
same age as her granddaughters did not
phase this Brooklyn native. “The
classroom discussions were engaging and
energizing,” Zrake gushed, adding that all
the other students and faculty were very
welcoming of the unique perspective that
she brought to the classroom.

Everyone who meets her – or hears her
story – agrees that it is an inspiration to
know that it’s never too late to realize a
dream… and that learning never has to end.

The CSI Alumni Association elected a new Executive Committee on June 15, 2015. [L-
R:] Krytstian Gargasz ’06, Treasurer;  Jacqueline Armani ’06, Secretary; Carole Gervasi
’02, President; and Jennifer Rodriguez ’06, ’12, Vice President. Outgoing Executive
Committee Members [not pictured] were Dr.  Arthur Merola ’84, ’85, President; Theresa
Marro ’85, ’89, Vice President; Phyllis Minacapilli ’86, ’91, Treasurer;  Linda Dianto ’69,
’71, ’74,  Assistant Treasurer; Marietta DeLuca ’74, ’85, Recording Secretary; and James
Raggi ’68, ’70, Corresponding Secretary

New Alumni Association Board Members

Rose Zrake, Age 87, Earns College Degree

Savor the Flavors

SAVE THE DATE

SAVOR THE
FLAVORS

Sunday, April 3, 2016
Center for the Arts (1P)

Atrium
2:00pm to 4:00pm

Participating
Restaurants TBA

James McBratney ’05,
Event Chair
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RONNIE GLICKLIN ’61 and her
husband Arthur celebrated their
51st wedding anniversary on
August 1.

ROY WELLS ’63 graduated
from Staten Island Community
College (50 Bay St., SI) in June
1963 with an AAS diploma in
Electrical Technology. At that
time, he was living in Brooklyn
and traveled across the Narrows
on the 69th Street ferry, when
the Verrazano Bridge
construction was just beginning.
An employment rep from AT&T
had given a recruitment talk to
his class and he signed up with
them as his first job after
graduation and worked in the
microwave radio section of
AT&T Long Lines, atop their
building at 32 Avenue of the
Americas, Manhattan. After a
stint in the Army, he drove up
the Alaska Highway to work at
various radar and radio
communication sites in Alaska,
living in Anchorage, Nome, the
Aleutian Islands, and Granite
Mountain. Looking for a change
in scenery and weather, he
moved to southern New Mexico
and is currently living atop the
Sacramento Mountains in
Cloudcroft, where he narrates
and produces audiobooks as a
partner with Amazon.

BRENDA GOLDMAN ’65
attended Hunter College’s BA
program – Biology/Educational
Sociology Majors, and their
Master’s program in
Communications Sciences. She
worked as a teacher of speech
improvement with the Board of
Ed and as a paralegal in personal
injury. She is an advocate for
animal rights and welfare, as
well as the environment. Brenda

enjoys life on the upper east side
of Manhattan and all of the
excitement that it has to offer.

DENNIS DEVOTI ’70 has a
career as an electrical engineer
(BEE from Manhattan College
1972). He is married and has
three children and five
grandchildren (so far). Dennis’s
past jobs have been in the
defense industry and he is
currently a design manager in
NYC Transit (MTA). He is a New
York State professional engineer,
a New York State-Licensed
home inspector, and a New York
State-Certified home inspection
certificate course instructor (at
Molloy College).

MARY SIMONE (DIPAOLI) ’70
is married with children and four
grandchildren. She started an
expediting business for all
municipal agencies, an
architectural and homeowner
service for construction and
violation removals.

JANE NICHOLS ’72 is a retired
teacher of 30 years.

NANCY MILLER ‘73 has
worked as a registered nurse at
Staten Island University Hospital
for the last 34 years.

DONALD SILVERMAN ‘73 is a
graduate of Richmond College.
He dedicated most of his career
to producing/directing TV spots
and corporate communications
via his own company (Silverman
Productions). About two years
ago, he picked up a paint
brush. Recently, his work was
exhibited in two juried shows.
www.theothersilverman.com.

JOE HEREDIA ’75 retired on
June 1, 2015 from Montifiore
Hospital after 14 years of
service. He worked in the

information technology field,
and also worked at Belleview
Hospital and Beth Israel for a
combined ten years. He is
transitioning to having his own
business, doing hands-on work
such as woodworking.

SAMIRA MUHAMMAD-
MELVILLE ’75 worked at various
hospitals in NYC, in the divisions
of pathology, after she left CSI.
She also has a counseling
practice in Tobago, West Indies,
working with adolescents and
families. Samira lives in Harlem
with her husband and has two
grown sons, nine grandchildren,
and one great granddaughter,
too. She enjoys dancing,
swimming, tai-chi, yoga, and
traveling. She spent a lot of time
in Trinidad and Tobago enjoying
retirement.

VICTOR ROSARIO ’75 performs
volunteer work for human and
civil rights, and teaches biology
and Spanish literature for church
teens with homework and
projects. He also volunteers at
the Veterans Hospital to help
pre-diabetics and diabetics lose
weight to avoid becoming or
remaining diabetic. 

CLAUDETTE HOLTON ’80 is
working at Eger Nursing Home
and is presently attending Bible
College. She is working on her BA
in Religious Study and performs
substance abuse counseling.

CARMINE TERMINI ’80 works
for the Department of Labor in
New Jersey, serving the general
public. He encourages everyone
who sees him to further their
education.

DAVID RODRIGUEZ ‘82 is a
sales associate at Sarasota Trust
Realty Co.

SAUNDRA FITZGERALD ’85
has retired, made possible by
her time at CSI. Thank you,
thank you!

TOM QUAADMAN ‘87 is
currently Vice President of the
U.S. Chamber Center for Capital
Markets Competitiveness. He
previously served as Chief of
Staff for Congressman Vito John
Fossella, Jr. from 1997 to 2008.

BARBARA SCHWARTZ-BECHET
‘89, EdD has been named
Associate Dean for the Salus
University College of Education
and Rehabilitation (CER).

PAULA HUGHES ’90 returned
to Staten Island in June 2009,
from Jacksonville, where she
moved in 1991. She became a
grandmother in 1992 to a
grandson who is now 22 and is
presently a student at CSI. Paula
is also a great-grandmother to a
three-year-old girl.

MICHAEL A. STILLITANO ’90
CPA and Adjunct Professor of
Accounting at the College of
Staten Island, School of
Business, has been elected
President of the
Monmouth/Ocean Chapter of
the New Jersey Society of
Certified Public Accountants
(NJCPA) for a one-year term
beginning June 1, 2015.

CONSTANCE D. EVELYN ‘91
became the superintendent of the
four-elementary-school district in
Valley Stream, LI.

DONNA ELLIS-GLEMAUD ’95
says that her life has changed
tremendously since graduating
from CSI. She has the best
memories from the Nursing
Department. Since graduating
she got married, had children,
and has been working as an RN



at SI University Hospital for 20
years. Donna obtained her BSN in
2008 and has found a career that
she loves–taking care of the sick.

JACQUELINE RUDDY ’95 has
worked in the Staten Island
community at SI University
Hospital North since graduating
in 1995. She has been an RN for
20 years, and is currently
pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in
Nursing online.

THERESA STILLO ’95
graduated in 2014 with her
Master’s of Science in Nursing
Education. Her daughter,
Victoria Stillo, graduated from
CSI in 2007 with an ASN in
Nursing. Theresa is currently
practicing in the VA as a Clinical
Care Manager in a primary clinic
in Tinton Falls, NJ.

DENISE VANTASSELL ’95
graduated from CSI in nursing in
1995, and has spent the last 20
years dedicating her time to the
senior population. She specializes
in Alzheimer’s disease awareness
and is the COO and president of
ALCOEUR Gardens. Denise builds
and operates small communities
for people suffering from all
forms of dementia. She thanks
CSI for lovely memories and her
opportunity to achieve her dreams.
www.alcoeurgardens.com.

PUI YEE PANG ’98 is a Special
Agent with the IRS in Criminal
Investigation.

CHRISTOPHER HELLSTROM
’99 became the Executive
Director of Staten Island Arts,
last summer.

GEORGE CARLETTI ’00 swims,
bikes, and scuba dives. He saw
his daughter get married on
May 17. He also helps his aged
mother. George is looking to

start a new truck-driving job
soon. He goes to the city to eat
at Katz’s Deli and goes to the
REI camping store to just walk
around.

TAMMY SINGH ’00 has
worked, since graduating in
2000, in mutual funds
accounting for 11 years, as a
substitute teacher for two years,
and has recently started a new
job at a CPA firm, about which
she is “super excited!”

EMMANUEL OLAWALE ’02
recently published his first book
titled, The Flavor of Favor: Quest
for the American Dream. A
Memoir. The book tells his story
as a child, born in Nigeria in an
economically unstable family,
who had to learn to fend for
himself at an early age. It details
how he immigrated to the
United States at the age of 20 in
1997 and how he worked his
way through college, working
two full-time jobs while
concurrently attending college
full-time and still managing to
graduate at the top of his class.
The story traces his journey from
the narrow streets of Lagos, to
the winding streets of Staten
Island and Manhattan, and to
the bucolic neighborhoods of
Ohio, describing his experiences
at CSI and Capital University
Law School, where he eventually
obtained his law degree in
2005. Nine years later, he was
nominated as a candidate for
judge of the Court of Common
Pleas in Delaware County, OH.
The nomination was historical as
it was the first time in the
history of the county that a
minority, a first-generation
immigrant, would be nominated
by a major party for such position.

JIM MCBRATNEY ’05 has a
wife with three CSI degrees and
a daughter with a CSI bachelor’s
degree. Both are teachers and
are earning a good living with
no debt, thanks to CSI. Jim’s
degree enabled him to pursue a
delayed, but lifelong, dream of
being a financial advisor. His,
and his wife’s and daughter’s
financial wellbeing directly result
from the education that they
received at CSI.

JENNIFER SETTEDUCATO ’05 is
currently an Online Editor at
Lebhar-Friedman (2007-present)
and was Fitness Writer/Editor for
HellaWella.com (2011-2015).
She gave birth to her daughter
in October 2014 and is looking
for new career opportunities.

JEFF VILKOV ’05 graduated
from CSI with a Bachelor’s
degree in Business Management
and since then has started his
own DJ entertainment company,
Feel the Beat Productions, which
became one of the largest well-
known companies on Staten
Island. He is proud to say that he
is now the official DJ of the
Alumni Association. He thanks
CSI for teaching him the
managerial skills needed to keep
his successful company growing.

ARIC BALAHADIA ‘06 is an
Army Reserve Emergency
Department Nurse in the
Emergency Department at the
VA New York Harbor Medical
Center, Manhattan Campus.

RAISA SIGALOVA ’07 recently
accepted a position as a physical
therapist at Crest Physical
Therapy, West Long Branch, NJ.

ANGELIQUE MEISSNER ’08 is
currently a practicing Doctor of
Chiropractic, having graduated

from New York Chiropractic
College in fall 2012. She is also
the owner of Meissner
Chiropractic PLLC in Staten Island.

SAADYAH AVERICK ’09 earned
a 2014 DSM Science &
Technology Award with his PhD
research titled “The Preparation
of Functional Bioconjugates
Using Atom Transfer Radical
Polymerization,” which he
conducted under the supervision
of Dr. Krzysztof Matyjaszewski
at Carnegie Mellon University.

MARILYN BLEMMAN ’09 is
currently a College Assistant,
here at CSI, in the Circulations
Office in the Library. Her goal is
to work toward a Master’s
degree either in Social Work,
Liberal Studies, or Library
Studies. The problem is that she
cannot decide which one. She is
also looking forward to
becoming a director with Mary
Kay Cosmetics.

FRANCISCO COLLADO ’09 was
appointed to the post of CSI
Foundation Manager of
Operations in October 2014.

DANIELLE HERNANDEZ ’10
has experienced many exciting
opportunities, since graduating
with her Bachelor’s degree in
Dramatic Arts, and has since
worked with students aged
seven to 12 on improv,
performed in more than a dozen
shows and stage managed for
Staten Island Sundog
Productions. In 2012, she
traveled to Egypt and in 2014 to
Ireland. She thanks the College
for the empowerment.

BONITRA HUMPHREY ’10
currently works with the
Department of Education as a
teacher assistant at PS 31. She
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did production stage work in the
summer of 2013 for a musical
called Sasquatched! The
Musical. She also worked on an
independent film in the summer
of 2015, and received her BA
from CWE City College on May
29, 2015.

CHRISTOPHER WESLEY ’10
was given an opportunity for
employment at more than $17
an hour, thanks to his BSC in
Business from CUNY/CSI. Right
after college, he was employed
by the Lutheran and Refugee
Services in 2010. He later joined
the New York City Housing
Authority where he has worked
as a Housing Assistant since
2012. Christopher anticipates
pursuing an MSC degree but
hasn’t decided on the college.

NATALIE BIRKIN ’11 finished
the first two years (Basic
Sciences) at American University
of Antigua and is currently
studying for USMLE, Step 1.

CHRISTINA LOVE ’11 currently
works in the Accounting Office
at CSI as a Financial Accountant
Assistant. She is now a graduate
student at the Keller Online
Graduate School of Management
of DeVry University studying for
her Master’s degree in Accounting
and Financial Management with
CPA concentrations.

JENNY PISANI ‘12 is in
Cambodia, serving as an
education volunteer with the
Peace Corps. 

LARRY SANTEE ’13 has two
young boys, and when he’s not
playing and spending time with
them, he runs an antique
limousine company doing
weddings, events, and
entertainment (movies, TV,

commercials, etc.) He went back
to college at 34 and finished
with a minor in Spanish and
Bachelor’s in International
Relations.

LOK YUNG ’13 was hired by a
small CPA firm after her many
years of experience and a newly
acquired degree in accounting.
She has since worked for a
different corporation and has
worked for CSI as an accountant
with the CSI Foundation. 

ALISA A. SERIO ’14 is in her
second year of graduate school
at The University of Scranton in
the Clinical Mental Health
Counseling Program. She has
started practicum, last fall,
which means that she will be
counseling students in the
student counselor’s training
clinic. She is very excited to be
taking this next step in her
education and getting hands-on
experience in counseling.

Jarred Sutton ’14 is currently the
Director of Technology for a local
corporation running five branches
with 70 people along with
assisting in the implementation
of a new very large enterprise
software system. In addition, he
teaches for Makerspace.nyc a
local non-profit STEAM
education and community
innovation center offering
individuals and groups low-cost
access to tools, equipment, and
resources with the goal of
encouraging productivity, and
serving as a business incubator
in the community. [Editor’s Note:
This is the corrected version of
an entry that originally appeared
in the Spring 2015 issue of Eye
on CSI.]

WEDDINGS:

ROBERT ADAMS ‘09 AND
NORMA MARGIOTTA

JOSEPH FRISCIA ‘06 AND
KRISTIN CIPOLETTI

FRANK FRUSTACI ’13 AND
MICHELLE NEVI ‘12

JESSICA PARCO ’11 AND
FRANK FLORIDIA

MARYLOU SCIORTINO ’13
AND DENNY CARLIN

LINDSAY THAISZ ’13 AND
VINCENT FEA

ENGAGEMENTS

CAROLLYNN AVOLIO ’14 AND
GREGORY CREAMER

MARISA DESISTO ‘14 AND
VITO GALATI

BRITTANY MURACA ’14 AND
LOUIS CONKLIN

IN MEMORIAM 

JASON OCASIO - Custodial
Senior Supervisor in the Office
of Buildings and Grounds. He
was the brother-in-law of
Angela Caliendo, College
Assistant in the SEEK Office, and
son-in-law to June Caliendo,
retired Administrative Assistant.

What’s New with You?
“Keeping Tabs” is always happy to hear the
latest news from our alumni! Do you have a
new job or did you receive a promotion? Are
wedding bells in your future? Are you
expecting or have you just had a baby? Have
you received any recent honors? Have you
moved or retired? Let us know and we’ll tell
your fellow alumni. Email your latest
information to alumni@csi.cuny.edu.



First-Ever Alumni Soccer Game
The College of Staten Island’s new head coach Giuseppe Pennetti welcomed back alumni and friends
for CSI Women’s Soccer’s first-ever Alumni Game played in late October. The game pit CSI’s current
team against alumni and recent grads in a modified 60-minute game. CSI alumni were up to the
challenge, scoring a 2-0 win over the 2015 unit.  The game was a chance to welcome back alumni,
who in turn offered the current squad motivating words and good tidings for the year. “It was a great
chance for us to reconnect,” said Pennetti. “We hope to grow the event each year and make it a
highlighted event for our program and the College.” 

Student-Athlete
Awards Gala
The College of Staten Island honored more than
50 deserving student-athletes at its annual
awards gala this past May.  Among the award
winners were All-America Men’s Basketball star
Will Fonseca and swimmer Dakota Dawkins,
who broke six school records a year ago, as CSI’s
Male and Female Athletes of the Year.

(L-R:) Will Fonseca, Dakota Dawkins, and
Charles Gomes, Athletic Director

CSI Men’s Team
Offers Youth
Soccer Clinic
The CSI Men’s Soccer team kicked off
its community service tour recently
with a trip to Staten Island PS 21 in
Port Richmond, offering a free soccer
clinic to the school’s fifth grade class.
The clinic kicks off what promises to be
a very charitable year on which Men’s
Soccer hopes to embark. The team did
more sports-themed clinics in the fall,
and this winter will join with Project
Hospitality to raise canned goods and
work the organization’s food pantry.
This spring, the squad will also lend
itself to the Notre Dame Club of Staten
Island's Bread for Life campaign,
aimed at collecting food donations for
senior citizens, single parents, and
victims of domestic violence.

SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS



Flashback 
Friday
Last summer CSI Athletics ran
its inaugural “Flashback
Friday” feature on
csidolphins.com.  The weekly
segment chronicled the College’s
top sports moments from the
2014-2015 school year over the
summer leading up to the season.
The Men’s Basketball ECAC
Championship double-overtime
thriller was the third highest
vote getter while CSI Softball’s
NCAA Tournament shocker
over William Paterson came in
No. 2.  Nothing, however, topped
CSI Baseball’s miraculous win
over Baruch College in the
CUNYAC Final, a game that
featured a game-tying grand
slam in the bottom of the ninth
inning, and a four-run rally in
the bottom of the 12th to win it.

Grant for Track and Field Facility
Assemblyman Michael Cusick showed his support to the College of Staten Island and its Athletic
Program by offering a $1M grant to refurbish and make ready the College’s track and field facility.  Not
only will the funds be used to replace and repair the existing track surfacing, but will also create facilities
for field events such as the long jump, hammer throw, etc.  The announcement came with the school’s
promise to add Men’s and  Women’s Track and Field to its varsity lineup of intercollegiate sports offerings.

Golf Outing
CSI rang in its Second Annual Athletics Golf
Outing at the prestigious Richmond County
Country Club.  The event generated more than
$35K, with all proceeds helping to support CSI
Athletics.  The outing was attended by more than
100 golfers, and featured a full dinner with raffle
prizes from Major League Baseball, Nike Golf,
and Major League Soccer, to name a few.
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FOUNDATION NOTES

Since the Willowbrook Campus opened in
1976, the conference room in Building 1A,
Room 406 has been home to thousands of
meetings, conferences, and events. It has
hosted world-renowned academics and
public figures. Now, thanks to the generosity
of Lorraine and Gordon DiPaolo, PhD, a
popular Associate Professor of
Management who has taught at the College
of Staten Island since 1971 (starting at
Staten Island Community College), the
room will receive much-needed renovations
and a new name, The Lorraine and Gordon
DiPaolo Board Room.

The new fund will provide for upgrades to the
microphone system for large meetings, replace
aging furniture, and update the kitchen. 

Once the renovations are completed, the
remaining funds will go to the Lorraine and
Gordon DiPaolo Endowment for the
School of Business.

The DiPaolos have been major financial
supporters of the College and its students
for years, having established a number of
scholarships and funds for the School of
Business; disabled students; the College, in
general; and other critical initiatives. For
their generosity and support, they were
honored in 2009 at the First Annual
Celestial Ball with President’s Medals. Dr.
DiPaolo also received a Dolphin Award this
year for Outstanding Service and
Contribution to the College by a Member
of the Full-Time Faculty. 

Sixth Annual
Celestial Ball  
The College of Staten Island Foundation
hosted its Sixth Annual Celestial Ball on
Saturday, December 12 at the Richmond
County Country Club. Highlights of the
event will appear in the next issue.

In light of shrinking state funding for higher
education in New York State, the Celestial
Ball seeks to raise critical funding to ensure
the academic success of CSI’s students,
support the research projects of the College’s
faculty, and improve and maintain the
institution’s 204-acre campus and facilities.
As CSI continues to garner recognition in
national rankings in its continued quest
for excellence, private support plays an
increasingly significant role in continuing
CSI’s service to its students and the
community.

This year’s President’s Medal honorees
include Edward Burke, Staten Island Deputy
Borough President; Dr. Christine D. Cea
’88, Member of the New York State Board
of Regents and Research Scientist at the
New York State Institute for Basic Research
in Developmental Disabilities (IBR);
Cesar J. Claro, President and CEO of the
Staten Island Economic Development
Corporation (SIEDC) and Executive
Director of the Richmond County
Savings Foundation; and Dr. Wilma L.
Jones, Associate Dean and Chief Librarian
at the College of Staten Island (CSI).

Save the date for the 2016 Celestial Ball on
December, 10, 2016. For more information
on attending next year’s Ball or supporting
the event through a contribution or ad in
the Ball’s journal, call 718.982.2365.

Endowment Establishes Lorraine and
Gordon DiPaolo Board Room

Photo by Helena Odinzow

CSI’s Dolphin Cove residence halls on a beautiful fall day.
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New Kurt and Marjorie Lehmann Scholarship Will Support
Students in the Humanities and Social Sciences
Select graduate students in the
humanities and social sciences at
the College of Staten Island will
benefit from the recently
established Kurt and Marjorie
Lehmann Scholarship. 

CSI Dean of Humanities and
Social Sciences Dr. Nan
Sussman commented on the
importance of the scholarship
for the College and its students.
“The Division of Humanities
and Social Sciences offers six

master’s programs that include
discipline-based and
interdisciplinary curriculum.
They provide intellectual
vibrancy, personal growth, and
career enhancement. Two of
them are professional programs
preparing students for licensure
— the Master’s of Social Work
and the Master’s of Clinical
Mental Health Counseling. The
other four programs (Liberal
Studies, English, History, and

Cinema and Media Studies) are
part-time in that students enroll
in one or two courses a
semester. These students
generally hold part-time jobs.
Nevertheless, all of them have
considerable tuition payments.
The Lehmann Scholarships,
which emanate from an
endowment gift of $415,000,
will provide much-needed
tuition relief to these graduate
students.  It is rare for a

philanthropic donation to
address the needs of graduate
students in the humanities or
social sciences and I am most
grateful to the trustees of the
Lehmann estate for their
visionary gift. I encourage
others to follow in their
footsteps and support our
graduate programs.”

CSI Receives an Additional $110K to Fund Watson Fellowship
The College of Staten Island, a selected
participating institution in the Jeannette K.
Watson Fellowship since the program’s
inception in 1999, has received a gift of
$110,000 to create a new endowment for
the program. The Watson Foundation
allotted the money in an effort to promote
and strengthen the fellowship’s presence and
impact, as well as benefit the endeavors of
its fellows and alumni. 

Michele Galati, Fellowship and Scholarship
Advisor at CSI’s Career and Scholarship
Center, notes that, “The Jeannette K. Watson
Fellowship is a prestigious opportunity that
provides students with paid summer
internships at prestigious organizations, as
well as a multitude of mentoring, professional
development, and cultural events over a
period of three years. It is a highly selective
program that places great value on students’
ability to step outside of their comfort zone,

with the last internship occurring overseas.” 

A total of 12 New York City colleges, mainly
the senior campuses of CUNY, nominate
candidates each year for consideration for
the Watson Fellowship. Students complete a
rigorous application and interview process
before being inducted as Fellows, and then
work with the Watson Foundation’s mentors
to develop their career paths and create
positive social change in the community.
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Marie E. ’03 and George H.
Anderson

Maria B. Montes and
Neophytos Antoniades

Jacqueline Armani, OD ’06
AT&T United Way
AVT Enterprises Engineer

& Consultants
Bruce G. Behrins, Esq.
Susan Bender
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The Rotary Club of Staten
Island NY, Inc.

Honor Roll of Donors
The College of Staten Island Foundation was established in 1992 to promote charitable giving that sustains mission-critical
programs and initiatives of the College of Staten Island. Our alumni, friends, faculty, staff, corporations, and foundations
contribute to a number of programs ranging from scholarships to student and faculty research initiatives as well as general
support for the College through the Annual Fund.

We are grateful to all of our donors, regardless of the level of commitment, and look forward to their continued support.
Among other ways of acknowledging giving, each and every one of our contributors is listed in the Annual Report, which
highlights the people and events that have made a significant impact on the Foundation. 

Every effort has been made to be inclusive of all donors at the appropriate levels of giving. The cumulative donations reflect all
gifts made between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015. If you find an error, please contact Advancement Services at
718.982.2365 or foundation@csi.cuny.edu
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• Switzer Foundation
Scholarship
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A+ Towel & Linen Supply
Carlton J. Abbott ’65
ACC SC Management LLC -

Dolphin Cove
Amalgamated Transit

Union - Division No. 726
Enrique Arevalo
Arrochar Pharmacy, Inc.
Daniel J. Beaton ’89
Margaret Berci
Holly Block
Sebastian Borriello

Barbara and George E.
Bouquio ’85

Marcy and Stephen Brennan
A. Ramona Brown
Rosita ’89 and Carlos Cam-

Chung
Capital One Services, LLC
Pamela J. Carlton
Nancy and Sean Casey
John Charitis
Chefs Diet National LLC
City Elevator
The Clinic at Country

Estate, Inc.
Susan L. and Henry W. Cohen
Nancy Correra ’00
Jennifer A. Coughlan
Eunice and Roy Crombie
Margaret J. Crooks ’69
Margaret K. ’65 and

Richard Currie
Lisa Daino

Leonard V. Dalessandro
Stacey and Tony

D'Alessandro ’02
Delphi Plumbing and

Heating
Melissa DelPrete ’05
Joanne and Daniel M.

Destefano ’63
Frank J. Dito, Jr.
Mary Ellen Dito-Evensen

’83 and Martin Evensen

Rita E. and Michael J.
Duenas ’85

Paula and Donald A.
Eismann ’69

Erlan H. Feria
Fertig Family Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Financial Planning

Concepts of America
Maureen Foppiano ’04
Aviva and Menachem Fuller
Cheryl and Joseph Gobin
Kenneth M. Gold
Rimma and Anshel

Gorokhovsky
Susan ’75 and Michael

Gottlieb
Viktoriya and Sergey

Guberman
Francis Hillery
Maria Hodge
Doreen M. Inserra
Kim and Jerry L. ’78

Jackson
Jetro Cash & Carry

Restaurant Depot
Wilma P. Jones
Patricia Kahn
Kayliam LLC
Edward Kennelly
Anonymous
Ruth an Robert Kurtz
Mark Lauria Associates, Inc.
Lihong Li
James Long
Alan M. Lyons
Sandy and Michael

Maffattone ’83
Linda C. Marino ’80

Anthony Mellina
Catherine and Holt Meyer
Muhamet Mjeshtri ’09
Modell's II, Inc.
Walter J. O'Brien ’74
Judith and Thomas Oleary
Dibyendu S. Pandey ’00
Michael Patalano
Paul A. Mezzo & Co. PC
Anthony D. Petosa ’93
Joel H. Pinsker ’78

Vincent Puccio
Joseph M. Scandaglia ’65
Leba and Rivie Schwebel
SI Baseball Oldtimers
Reize and Howard Sipzner
Elizabeth A. Sisti ’69
Lana and Lev Slootsky
Lorraine C. Smith ’70 and

Joseph M. Tenga
Richard E. Smith
Snug Harbor Cultural Center
Carol A. ’71 and Richard E.

Sorensen
Bruce I. Spender ’67
Staten Island Audiological

Services PC
Staten Island Children's

Museum
Staten Island United

Soccer Club
Tina and Anthony Storz
Jennifer E. ’75 and Philip S.

Straniere
Helen and Abe Sultanik
Subramanyam Tantry
John Tardy
Ellen and Paul Tharp
Todres & Company LLP
Vinay Vaishampayan
Petros Vlitas
Anna Williams
Thomasina ’82 and

Charles Williams

$100 TO $249
Karen Accardi
Michael Ackalitis
Zaghloul Ahmed
Morris O. Ailey ’77
Champ Albano
Karmen Alejandro-White
Diane P. Amodeo ’91
Tricia Anastasio
Douglas W. Anderson
Emily and John

Antonopoulos
Apple-Metro, Inc
Susan E. ’02 and Stephen

A. Ascolese
AT&T Foundation
Anthony Avena ’01
Kimberly A. ’90 and Victor

P. Avis, DDS
Jaclyn A. Badagliacco ’04
Judith Baron
Raffaela L. Bartone
Marlene and Irwin Bash
Jack Battaglia
Iris D. Baum ’86
Anonymous
Maureen Becker ’97
Abdulla Begai
Brenda L. Bell ’71
Terence E. Bellew, Jr. ’92
Valeria Belmonti ’05
Alan I. Benimoff ’67

Roseann and Jeffrey K.
Benjamin ’90

Diane and Thomas O.
Bergendale ’85

Debra and Alfred Berkovits
Veronica Bianchi
Teris W. and Frederick M.

Binder
Jason Bishop
Constance and Willie F.

Black III ’83
Dorothy and Paul Blyskal
Helen Bolton
Clare M. ’87 and Vincent

Bonafede
Lisa Bonet
Patricia A. ’72 and George

Y. Bramwell

Deana and Irving Brenner
Bristol-Myers Squibb

Foundation, Inc.
Joseph Britton
Lorraine ’13 and Frank

Brocato
Shirley ’74 and Herman

Brownstein
Begai Bukurije
Bumblebees S12 LLC
BumbleBeesRus, Inc.
Florence Burrus ’85
Nannie ’90 and Clad Byrd
Patricia C. Byrne ’88
C.B.C. Tran, Inc.
Linda J. Calarco ’70
Call It A Wrap
Laraine and John C.

Caminiti ’67
Awilda and Craig

Campbell
Mark F. Cannizzaro ’90
Joseph A. Cantalupo ’86
Lewis Carbonaro ’00
Alisa and John M. Carbone

’89
Care For Seniors LLC
Tracey Carlson ’98
Patricia A. Carroll ’85
Anna Carter ’89
Salvatore Caruso

Lorayne and Thomas
Castiglione

Celeste Cernera
Wa H. Chan ’90
Sarah and Judah Chasky
Gia J. Cheeks ’89
Christine Ducey and

Michael Chiacchiero ’90
Karen K. Choi Wong ’86
Blaise Chow
Enrica Chretien
Catherine and Kenneth

Christman
Derek G. Chung, MD ’79
Church & Dwight Co., Inc.
Michael J. Clark
Carol ’86 and James M.

Cline ’74

Tracy Grunsfeld and Brian
Coakley

Sandy and John Codd ’85
Cohen's Fashion Optical
Marie H. Cole
Mary A. Cole ’81
Phyllis B. Collins ’72
Linda ’87 and Richard

Collyer
Commissary Account

Engine 330 Ladder 172
Salvatore J. Conforti ’87
Sandra and Andrew* Conti,

MD ’69
Salvatore Conti ’61 and

Susan Dudley
Dana Corallo
Linda L. Coull ’81
Diane and Wilfredo Court
Laura ’80 and Edward H.

Craig
Maryanna P. ’94 and David

G. Crawford
John C. Criso ’80
Dina and Brian Crombie
Crown Trophy
Catherine M. Curatolo ’01
Joan K. Curran ’83
Annamarie and Matthew

Cutroneo ’95
Rozalia Czaban
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CSI President Dr. William J. Fritz (back row, fourth from the left) and National Grid Corporate Citizenship Manager Mauri Myers-Solages
(to his right) at a gathering to celebrate the National Grid Scholarship.

Sonny Baialardo

• CSI Foundation
Scholarship

Ramy Zakir

• JPMorgan Chase Bank
Scholarship

• Clara & Arleigh B.
Williamson Scholarship

• The Professional Tax
Alliance Inc. Scholarship

• Alumni Legacy
Scholarship

Shimoda Tomoaki

• Auxiliary Services Corp.
Inc. Scholarship



Richard Dammer ’67
Danielle and Christopher

D'Antuono, Esq. ’96
Alfred D'Auge ’80
Renee R. David ’74
Theresa C. and Anthony J.

DeFazio
Anne Demarzo ’06
Susan and Louis DeMuth
Irene J. and Frank DeNave
Mary E. DeRosa ’77
Linda C. ’74 and Nicholas

L. Dianto ’01
Marie and Salvatore

DiDato
Rhea K. and Stephen G.

Dignam ’76

Elizabeth Dimartino
Frank J. Dito
Eileen P. Doherty ’76
Annemarie Dooling and

Craig Gellerman ’05
Walter T. Dornfest
Rita and Michael Duenas

’85
Eleanor Dugan ’75
Kathleen Dunn ’05
Angela Durso
Diane G. and Robert

Edelman
Patrick C. Emery ’97
Stacey and Louis Emmer
Robert L. Epstein ’72
Barbara R. and Robert P.

Eshoo
Emmanuel Esperance, Jr.
Marilyn and Marcelino

Estrada
Dorothy H. Evensen ’71
Evolution Cheer, Inc.
Diane and Joseph Fabozzi
Fang Realty Corp.
Zelda and Israel Farkas
Nicholas Farkouh ’71
Fran Fassman
Jimmie Fata
Rebecca Faulds
Carol and John A. Fausto

’89
Lorraine and Thomas L.

Ferramosca ’78
Mark Feuer
Cathleen and William

Figuccio ’71
Finest Process Service, Inc.
Fire Edcon Associates, Inc.
Richard M. Flanagan
Donna and Robert Flecker
Michele A. ’92 and John J.

Foder, Jr. ’91
Irene ’82 and Stanley

Fogel
Stanley M. Fogel
Mary M. Fontana
Forest Pizza Restaurant,

Inc.
Thomas Fricke ’99
Elinoir and Samuel Fried
Natalie and Carl Friedman
Sylvia and Itchy Friedman
Donnamarie Fulco ’77
Cristine and Anthony Gaggi
Carolyn Gaites ’91
Angelita ’86 and Antonio

Gallego ’95

Aileen A. Dito-Gallinaro
and Frank T. Gallinaro

Dena and Kevin Galvin
Donna L. Garambone and

Kevin Whorton, PE
Joel Garbow
Maria Garcia Bulkley and

Peter Bulkley
Beth A. Gargiulo ’95 and

Josh Kanner
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
Anne ’75 and Edward

Garvey
Eudelia D. Gassaway-Price

’83
Marilyn and Jay Gelbein
Gerald Peters, Inc.

Carole M. ’02 and Michael
V. Gervasi

Mark Geschwind
Sandra Gibbs
Jill and Russell J. Gilkeson

’69
Going Places Travel, Inc.
Jan Goldberg
Marianne and Ronald C.

Goldfarb, Esq. ’71
Myron Goldman
Ellen Goldner
Flora Goldston ’91
Rosane and Marc L. Golin
Minerva and Manuel

Gonzalez ’05
Katharine Goodland
Thelma ’87 and Robert

Graber
David Granato
Judith K. and Robert W.

Greene
Helen R. ’97 and William

Gretz
Wayne J. Grofik ’85
Nine and Andrew Grosso
Laura and John A.

Grzeskowiak, Jr. ’71
Mary Vansevicius

Guagliardo and John
Guagliardo, Jr.

Patricia and Eric F.
Guerrino ’71

Edward J. Gugliucci ’79
Paula Gural ’81
Habit Rest, Inc.
Michael M. Hahn ’75
Frances M. ’76 and Paul

Halamandaris
Sarah E. ’81 and William

Hall
Hall of Frames
Linda and Lawrence

Hanibal
Gary J. Harasink ’77
Gregory J. Harden ’78
Frances ’72 and Joseph

Harris
Laura Harris-Chwastyk ’71

and Thomas F.
Chwastyk

Peter D. Haugk ’67
Evelyn M. Henry ’72
Charles Hexter
Valerie A. ’88 and Barlow

G. Hill
Jerrold Hirsch, EdD
Dana Hirschy

Jason Hirschy
Robert Hirschy
Frederick J. Hodge ’79
John Hodge
Barbara A. ’75 and Steven

Hoffman
Jennie C. and Richard R.

Hoffmann
Claudette D. Holton ’80
Esther ’06 and Allen

Hymowitz
Alisa Ibragimova
Taube and Michael Import
Alicia Isasi-Endress ’12
Joanne B. and Kenichi

Iwama, Esq.
J.T.A.E. Corp dba Who's

Next?
Carol and Chaim

Jacobowitz
Deanna Jacobs ’76
Barbara and David

Jacobson
Cheryl and Kenneth

Jacobson
Linda A. Jelicks ’83
Xin Jiang
Maryann ’05 and Thomas

Johnston ’80
Edward C. Josey ’64
Daniel Jost
K. John Holding Corp.
Barbara ’74 and Frederick

Kaestel
Carol J. and Robert J.

Kanowicz ’76
Dean Kapetanakis ’97
Helen and Louis Kaplan
Kimberly Karpeles ’89
Marie and Vincent

Karpeles
Merle S. and Alexander

Katimbang ’87
Paul Kelleher, MD ’89
Cheryl and Irwin Keller
Laura and Henry J.

Kennedy, Esq.
Amanda Klein ’03
Jennifer Klein
Sara and Simon Klein
Roberta and Edwin

Klibaner
Pearl Knittle
Vullnet Kolari, Esq. ’98
Carla Kostandy ’12 and

Gamil Kostandy
Sasha and Joan B. Koulish
Tom Kryskowski
Judith Kuppersmith
Grace Y. Kwong ’79
Barbara H. and Anthony J.

LaMarca ’65
Laura Lamonte
Garry E. Laquinte ’05
Larry Daly Home

Improvement
Contractors

Ruth and Myron Lasser
Maryann Lauria and Nick

Popolo
Law Offices of Frank J.

Dito Jr.
Daryl ’97 and Paul

Lebowitz
Lee's Tavern
Vincent Leone ’95
Lynda K. LeSuer ’73
Rosanne Leverone
Robert Levine ’75
Faye Lewis
Joyce D. Li ’98
Suzette Lippa ’99
Linda G. Lipscomb ’79
Melanie and Michael

Lipson
Little Dreams Day Care

Corp
Phyllis A. Litwinka
HuiYu Liu and ChengGuo

Dong
Theresa M. Lobritto ’89
Esther and Jonah

Loewenthal

Phyllis and John Logan
Frank Lombardo
William Lonergan ’93
Ednita Lorenzo ’10
Frances Lowney ’86
Ann and Gerard Lubrano
John Lugo ’03
Margaret Lunney Lewis

’73 and John H. Lunney
Irina Lyublinskaya
Evelyn E. MacDonald ’77
Ann Mackey ’12
Macmanz, Inc.
Frank Madalone
Patricia R. Mahoney ’63
Majeski Athletic

Consulting, LLC
Major League Screen

Printing
Lyudmila Malikova
Elizabeth A. ’80 and

Edward Malone
Michael Mandell
Susan Mannino ’90
Joan Marchi Migliori
Donna Marinacci
Mia Marinaccio ’91
Sheri Marotta
Luann Martin ’82
Sandra and John

Mastropietro
Lyndell M. Matteo
Esther and George Mayer
Anthony McSherry ’92
Conrad H. Meibauer ’74
Phyllis Meiner and

Sheldon Meiner
Maria ’04 and Byron

Meister
Metro Pizza
Miriam ’77 and Harry

Mezei
Paula E. Milazzo, Esq. ’82
John Minogue
Michael Miserendino
Frances Mitilieri ’11
Stephanie and Joseph

Mizrahi
Anne and Frank Mondello
Marie I. ’73 and Robert P.

Mone ’74
Rosemary J. Monroe ’73

and Albert Cohen
Mary Ellen A. Montalvo ’74
Maureen ’04 and Frank

Morisano ’91
Laura and Russ J. Morisi ’92
Miriam and Howard Moses
Roy Moskowitz
Joyce S. ’76 and Joel

Motechin
Teresa and Louis E.

Mugnano, Jr. ’90
Grace M. Murphy
Mary Murphy
Network for Good
New Dorp High School

Parents Baseball Club

Nino’s Unisex Hair Salon,
Inc.

Novartis
George G. Odian
Debra A. Olsen ’93
Clifford R. Olson ’65
One Three Sports

Orthopedic and Sports
Associates of Long
Island, P.C.

Ralph A. Pacchiano, Jr. ’90
Lisa Hellow-Pagliaro and

Steven Pagliaro
Pampered Chef
Sarah A. and Paul B.

Passero ’77
James E. Patella ’79
Jennifer ’95 and John

Peruggia
Joan S. Peters ’84
Nancy and Jonathan R.

Peters ’86
Mary Ann and Mark A.

Peters ’76
Patricia and Anthony

Petrosini
Fran and Milton Pfeiffer
Photograve Corp.
Marian and Evan Pickman
Jean-Marie Pierre ’88
Robert Pinto
David Pizzuto ’03
Ann and Vincent Polimeni

’87
Deborah E. Popper
Freya and Alan Poritz
Stella ’91 and Paul Porto
Richard M. Potter ’74

Maria and Michael Premus
Paula Presutti ’73
Leo V. Priola ’12
Cecilia T. Proscia ’96
Kathleen M. Quilty-Bussey

’93
Heather Quinlan
R.M.P Enterprises of NY,

Inc.
Rab's Country Lanes
Maria and Imad Rahawi

’86
Carolyn B. and Stanley K.

Ramsdal ’72
Glenn Rand ’97
Joan B. Rannie ’71
Charlotte L. Reed ’72 and

Twain M. Peebles
Linda E. Reese

Marilyn ’94 and Irving Reich
Victor Reich ’90
Raymond M. Reilly ’96
Regina Ricci
Margaret Ricciardi ’86
Emily Rice
Richmond Road Ravioli, Inc.

Ridge Physical Therapy
River Edge Title Agency,

LLC
William M. Roane ’87
Mary Roddy
Kathleen M. ’90 and

William M. Rode
Francine M. Roesch ’85
Robert J. Roesch, Jr. ’89
Anthony V. Romano
Iphigenia Romanos ’14
Nancy F. ’87 and Edward F.

Ronckovitz ’70
Samuel D. Rosa ’95
Vera and Mark Rosenblum
Judy Rosner
Lisa and Joseph Rothman,

MD
Amanda Rotondo
Candace Ruisi ’83
Robert Russo
Safe World Alarm Co.
Ilene and Raphael Safier
Sak & Rampulla LLP
David Salas
Margaret A. ’87 and Jerry

Salzano
Thomas Scarangello
Jeffrey Schajer ’76
Barbara A. Schiano ’11
Malka Schwartz

Sharon and Heshy
Schwebel

Mariam and Shea
Schwebel

Monica E. Scott ’92
Michael Scotto
Brenda and Greg Seals
Anonymous
Gina Shanley
SI Jewish Heritage

Network
Jodi and Alan J. Siegel ’78
Sabina ’74 and Sheldon

Silbiger
Sydell and Israel Sipzner
Robert Sipzner, MD
Terry Small-Njac
Sharon and Julian Smith
Helene Sokal ’74
Dina M. ’77 and John L.

Soldini ’77
Sorensen Park View

Terrace
Michael Sormani
Carmen Sorrentino-Higgins

and Martin Higgins
Edward Sosa
Joyce Schaer-Spamer and

Kenneth J. Spamer ’80
Spare Pair II Vision Center
Alberta Spence ’73
Frieda and Steven Spiro
Marlene Springer
Elizabeth Starcevic
Staten Island Bagpipers
Eileen Stieglitz
Danielle Stiles
Sundog Theatre, Inc.
Geraldine Swanson ’75
Mary Symes-Leith ’79
Ciro R. Taddeo ’69
Phu Tang ’15
Deborah A. and Thomas M.

Terracino ’82

Luyao Zheng

• International Student
Scholarship

• CSI Student Government
Scholarship

• Friends of CSI Scholarship
• Auxiliary Services

Scholarship
• CSI Student Government

Scholarship
• Chinese-American Club

of SI Scholarship

John McAllister

• CSI Foundation
Scholarship

William Carey

• Military Service
Scholarship



The Design Loft
The Feder Family Rodef

Chesed Charitable
Foundation

The Kindur LLC
The Staten Island LGBT

Community Center, Inc.
The Walt Disney Company

Foundation
Thomas Tierney, Jr. ’93
Lorraine Tobin ’11
Eleni Tournaki
Trifaro Physical Therapy PC
Truist
Judith and Isidore

Tuchinsky
Eileen Tucker ’89
Kuklov Tumasova
Irene M. ’70 and Richard

Tyler, MD
Phyllis A. ’77 and Harold

Valvik
Victorystar Ltd.
John Villa
Village Realty of SI, Ltd.
Yves Vilus ’77
Larry P. Walker ’75
Lynne and Donald Walsh
Thomas Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley

Weiden
Helene ’82 and Zev

Weinstein
Fern and Gerald Weiss
Shari and Michael Weiss
Barbara Westfall
Lorraine ’72 and Gary

Wilbur ’78
Seweryn Wojciechowski
Bayrei Wong ’93
Charles Wonsowicz
Nancy and John C.

Woodman ’73
Cheryl C. Wu ’90 and 

Steve Wu
Judy Xiao ’04
Ashely and Adam 

Yannotta ’02

Anonymous
Sheila ’76 and Albert

Zachter
Karen L. Zanelli ’90
Karen Zboinski
Susan and Bernard

Zimmerman
Eleanor Zorfas
Margaret Zwiren ’01

UP TO $99
Susan E. ’92 and Martin J.

Aanonsen
Hassan Aba Alhhayl
Ermell ’91 and Rafiq

Abdul-Halim
Evelyn Acevedo
Marie and Albert J. ’75
Kehindo Adenekan
Taiwo Adenekan ’14
Magdalie Adolphe ’87
Ana Aguirre
Karen Aimetti ’97
Roxana Airinei-Teel ’10
Oluwatimilehim Akimbo
Nabil Aladhamy
Amanda Alessi

Steven Alfano ’92
Miranda Alicea ’14
Michael Allamby ’13
Mimi D. Aloia ’78
Edith ’78 and Edward Alter
Caitlin Althoff
Elisabeth Altruda ’81
Gladys ’69 and Angel Luis

Alvarez
Amazon Smile Foundation
Jeffrey D. Ambers ’75 and

Elizabeth A. Hull
Theresa and John V.

Amodio ’00
Suzanne Amuso
Adeline L. ’75 and Vincent

Andreano ’71
Gail S. ’81 and William T.

Andrews
Ruth and Dominick

Andriani
Antoinette Anglisano
Rich Annicharico
Deborah and Richard

Antonaccio
Praise Apampa
Marilyn Apicos ’72
Deepa Aravind
Eileen Archer ’01
Jerry Arma ’76
Gabriella and Jerome A.

Armani ’71
Lina and Carmelo Armenia

’86
Mary Armstrong ’69
Stuart Ashman ’72
Rosemary Assenso ’96
Virginia Attanasio ’81
Christine L. ’74 and

Charles H. Auer ’74
Darlene Aufiero ’90
Anthony Avevor
Myrna ’83 and Al Ayari
Godfrey Azubuike
John Babich ’71
Renee Bachman ’86
Annemarie ’75 and

Edward C. Backlund
Juliet Baidoo
Patricia Ballweg ’77
Marie Banat ’82
Linda Barbato ’12
Debra A. and Oreste

P.Barone ’76
Joseph J. Barreca ’99 and

Danielle Parisi ’01
Dorothyann Barron ’74
William Bartley ’93

Lewis Bassin ’01
Grace and Howard B.

Baumel
Barbara K. and Thomas

Baur ’71
Terry Baver
Virginia and Silvio Beaton
Susan Been
Alison Bell
Suzanne ’64 and Edward

Bell
Bernadette Bellantoni ’78
Terence Bellew ’92
Adrienne Belmar
Ronnie Ben-Aron
The Benevity Community

Impact Fund
Jennifer ’01 and Anthony

Benvenuto
Patricia K.'95 and Martin

B. ’72 Berntsen
Mary and David J.

Besignano ’85
Diana Beurnier
Rayhana Bhuiyan
Constance Bierig
Julie and Haik Biglari ’76
Joseph Bilotti
Bryn L. ’73 and Richard

Biren, Esq.
Helen Birenbaum
Melissa B. ’97 and Elam

Birnbaum
Judith Bischoff ’90
Susmita Biswas ’95
Carol A. ’74 and Richard A.

Bitting
Elsie S. ’84 and Frank

Blackshear, Sr.
Doyley Blackwood ’74
Roger Blackwood ’73
Esther ’70 and Irwin Blatt
Elaine and Dennis

Bloomfield, MD
Angelina Boffardi ’75
William Bommer ’67
Mary Lou Bonaguro
Bernadette M. and John

Bono ’83
Barbara K. ’72 and

Theodore S. Borek
Ann ’99 and Michael J. Borik
Ann Borowski
Joseph Bosch
Vivian and Thomas D. Boscia
Marilyn and Michael Bove
Howard Bowe ’81
Anne Boyle ’03
Jeanette K. ’80 and

Richard Boyle
Michael Braddock ’77
Barbara Brady ’84 and

Louis Guzzo
Carol ’91 and Tim Joyce
Alma ’83 and Robert V.

Braisted ’88
Barbara A. ’89 and James P.

Braisted
Jess Brallier-Bertels and

Heidi Bertels
Linda Brill
Louise O. ’80 and Louis J.

Brinskelle
Stacie Brooks ’75
Jeanne Brown ’95
Robert Brucato ’64

Barbara Buckley ’74
Vladyslav Budnik
Gregory Bullen
Diane M. ’73 and Richard

A. Burdge
Heidi ’82 and Ernest

Busch
Carmen C. ’76 and

Leonard L. Bushey
Nancy J. ’76 and William

Bushman
Vladislav Bykov ’14
Patricia and Angelo L.

Cabeza ’76
Judy Cahill
Pat Caiazzo
Rosemarie Caiazzo ’88
Ramon Calderon ’80
Jennifer Cali
Thomas M. and Elaine

Callow ’88
Michael Camal
Renee and Craig 

Cambria ’62
Susan ’73 and Michael

Campagna
Amelia V. Campbell
Claude* and Audrey

Campbell
Joan Campbell-Roberts ’00
Barbara H. ’96 and Philip

Camporeale
Elizabeth and Joseph Canale
Michael Cannilla
Enzo Cannizzo ’73
Maria and Vincent Canoro
John Capaccione ’85
Rita Caputo ’04
Rosario Caracci
Salvatore Carangelo ’82
Sonia J. ’98 and Steven

Carbonaro
Nicolena and Joseph L.

Carcaterra ’74 
Lisa Carlini ’05
Sally E. ’81 and Richard Carp
Gary Carsel
Lois E. ’82 and Henry

Cartmell
Joseph Casaliggi ’93
Joseph A. Cassiano, Sr. ’70
James Cassidy ’88
Susan M. Cassidy ’71 and

David Levy
Margaret Caterina ’78
Fairfid Caudle
Robin Cavagnaro
Eleanor Cavanagh
Linda Cavicchio ’72
Mark and Reva Chasin
Deborah and Joel Chernoff
Phyllis Chesler
Lori Chesnock ’05
Maria Cheung
Sonya Chiang
Ivy K. ’99 and Kenneth

Chin
Kristin Choo ’83
Kathy Christian
Rosina Christian
Madeline Christon ’84
Joanne Cimino ’97
Nadine Cioffi
Susan Ciriello
Albert Cirigliano, Jr. ’79

and Danya Galasso
Nicole Cirillo ’01
Martha Clarin
Barbara Clark
Andrew Clarke
Virginia J. ’99 and John C.

Clarke
Classic Pharmacy, Inc.
Carolynn B. ’75 and Pat

Clemente
Barbara G. and John D.

Clements ’91
Ronald Clohessy ’88
Barbara C. Coffey ’78
Ann and Joseph Cogan
Diana Cohen
Maxine Cohen
Sylvia and Howard Cohen

Lena Colasurdo
Rosemary Colca
Francisco M. Collado ’09
Jacalyn Collie
Constance Comerford ’91
Patricia Comerford and

Eugene Verticchio
Elissa Como
Jean and Joseph Como
Rita Conlon ’83
Marie Connelly ’74
John Conry ’76
Angela Conte
Carol and Angelo Conti ’79 
Joseph S. ’67 and Dorothy

R. ’69 Conti
Kermit Cook ’70
Meghan Cookerly ’05
Marion Coolen
Ellen Cooper ’09
Sandi E. Cooper
Carolyn and Pasqual Corbo
Dalia Cornejal
Claudia Corrandini
Vincent Cositore ’70
Margaret M. ’91 and Sean

Cottone
Blanny Couto
Rodney Couto
Berta Couture
Anthony Crocitto
Kevin Crombie ’92
Violet Cruz
Allyson Cucciniello
Dorothy A. Culek ’71 and

Dennis J. McDonald
Lisa Curcio ’12
Margaret K. ’65 and

Richard A. Currie
Colette ’77 and Dean

Curry
Janice Curry
Patricia Curry
Patricia A. ’70 and Joseph

Cuzzocrea
Ardifa Daci
Rose Dalessio ’75
Joyce Daly
Maryann D'Amato-Fanale

’79 and Joseph Fanale
Michael Daniels
Letitia Dannecker
Judy L. and Armin Danter
Diane Darconte ’93
Ruben Dario
Alfred Dauge
Dana Davi ’14
Mary Davi-Mandel ’74
Daniel Davis ’72
Grace and John A. De Meis

’76
Deborah De Simone
Michael DeBetta ’95
Shawon Debnath
Connie M. DeFrancesco ’76
Thomas and Rosaria

Degrezia
Dorothy M. ’75 and James

R. DeHaven

Consolacion Del Rosario
Emma Della Rocca ’80
Rose Marie and Dominick

Dello Russo
Carol and George DeMeo
Anonymous

Crystal Deosaran ’04
Daniel DeRoin
Joyce ’74 and Michael

DeRosa
Vincent Desanti ’87
Frank Desantis ’76
C. M. and Louis DeSario
Patricia ’74 and Matthew

Deteresa
John and Ann DeVito
Christine and Patrick J. Di

Lillo ’74
Michael and Darnise Di

Rocca
Kadiadou Diallo
Andrew Diaz
Anna Di-Bella
Valerie DiBlasio
Theresa ’00 and John Dick
Eleanor Dienes ’77
Michael DiGiorgio
Marianne DiLeo
John and Dolores M. ’90

Dillon
Danielle Dimitrov
Ann ’87 and Joseph C.

DiPietro
Marie Dolce
Robert Dolcimascola
Lorraine Donlon ’80
Rita Donlon ’78 and

Michael J. Donlon
Joanne D'Onofrio ’98
Eileen Donovan ’73
Teresa Dragovich ’74
Jack Dresser
Michelle G. and Michael S.

Dresser
Matthew and Mary Dreyer
Michael and Kathleen

Driscoll
Jane D'Souza ’82
Tova and Hanoch Dubitsky
Carolyn I. Dujmich
Suela Duka
Beverly Dyrack
Lisa Ebert
Arlene F. ’04 and Edward

G. Ecock
Yara Edrees
Fitzroy Edwards ’63
Maria A. ’80 and

Charlesworth Edwards
Mary E. and William P. ’71

Edwards
Bruce Eisenberg
Marvin and Annette

Eisenberg
Janice Ellison ’92
Phyllis Elrich ’72
Donna and Douglas Elwell
Timothy Eng ’12
Debra Engel-Yakobishvili

and Ramy Yakobishvili
Blima and Heshy Englander
David Ervast ’68
Carmine Esposito ’92
Joanne Esposito
Lisa Esposito

Michelle Esposito ’10
Carol Essig ’72
Richard and Deborah Faden
Celeste Faiella
Dorothy T. ’86 and Thomas

A. Faison
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Stacy Appiah

• Dr. Else T. Marcus
Memorial Scholarship

• Visiting Nurse
Association of SI
Scholarship

Tedhar Goldgraber

• Albert & Jean Roland
Memorial Scholarship

Guenael Oristel

• CSI Student
Government



Carmela T. and Joseph C.
Falco ’70

Kenneth and Michele J.
Faljean

Laura A. and William P.
Fallon ’11

Frances Falsone
Gianna Famulari
Raquel Farber-Vazquez ’82
Deanna Feder
Ruth Feder
Kathryn ’75 and Angelo

Federico
Francine Felice
Claire Feltham ’09
Frank Fenza ’00
Maryann Feola ’76
Joan and Angelo Feraco

Keegan Fernandes
Chiara Ferrari
Elisabetta Ficili
Dominic Fiduccia ’11
Jessica Figueroa
Robert Finkelberg ’60
Anonymous
Luise A. Fischetti
Ann Marie C. and Aubrey

B. Flanagan ’98
Marsha L. ’90 and Fred

Flashburg
Catharine F. Fluhr D'Amato

’88 and Michael P.
D'Amato

Elaine D. ’98 and Tony E.
Flynn

Christine Flynn Saulnier
Rosemarie ’96 and

Dominick Fontano
Bernadette ’79 and Robert

D. Forster
Janis Forsyth ’71
Fortune Franchise Corp.
Yossi and Michelle Fouks
Gonnefeh Francois
Cornell C. Frank ’83 and

Korinne Frank ’72
Melissa ’91 and Kenneth

Franz
Anne Fredrickson
Robert Freedland
Barbara Fried
Sheila Fried
Victor and Mindy Fried
Miriam and Abe Friend
Margaret A. ’84 and Joseph

A. Friscia
Olga T. Gaeta
Dennis Gaffigan ’10
George E. and Mary M.

Gage ’71
RoseAnn and Daniel T.

Gagliardi ’70 
Janet and John Galan
Donna S. ’93 and Peter

Gallagher
Rosemary T. Gallagher ’75

and Joseph P. Gallagher
’85

Patricia Z. ’76 and Michael
Galletta ’11

Robert Galli ’75
Margaret Galligan
Camille Gallo
Sandra Gambetti
Krystian Gargasz ’06

Philip and Kelly Garigliano
Chelsea Garland
Vincent N. Gattullo ’75
Linda B. and Bruce J.

Gavioli ’83
Ramon Gayle
Marilyn and Dennis R.

Genovese ’73 
Bria Gentile
Victoria Gentile ’76
Stephen and Linda Geraci
Janine Gerbino ’08
Libby ’00 and Ira

Gershansky
Michael and Donna B.

Gerstle ’84
John P. ’81 and Kitty

Giambertone

Nicholas Giannatasio ’79
Shelley Giannina
Mary Ann Giannone
Brianna Giasi
Gloria Gibbons ’83
Victoria Gibbons ’79
Linda G. ’71 and John B.

Gibney
Joan Giebelhaus ’77
Christopher T. ’98 and

Marissa Gigliotti ’01
Victoria Gillen
Dure Jo Gillikin
Vickie Gimbelman
Angela Giordano ’90
Gregory Giordano
Susan Giordano
David Giovanelli ’71
Guy and Christine Giuliano
Marjorie J. ’88 and Herman

Goldberg
Theresa M. ’85 and

Timothy J. Golden
Jack and Joan Goldwasser
Erica Golin
Jacqueline Gomez
Mona Gonzalez
Joanne Goodfellow ’83
Lydia Goolsby ’72
Stephen Gorla
Rachel Gottlieb
Christine Gould ’06
Kathleen Graham ’77
Madelyn Graves
Petrona Gray ’95
Michael Green ’71
Neila and Jeffrey B. Green,

DDS
Walter Green

Josephine R. and James J.
Greico

Annette M. ’77 and
Kenneth Grieco, MD

Lisa Griewkowski
Barbara ’04 and William F.

Griffiths ’93
Janice Gross
Karen Gross
Elaine and Arthur Grover
Joelle Grunblatt
Caroline and Theodore F.

Grzejka ’78 
Josephine Guarella
Martha Guzman ’88
Sanford and Susan Haber
Steven Hagis
Elaine Hakim
Pamela Halpin
Kerry Halvorsen ’86
Elizabeth B. ’76 and

Donald Hamilton
Mary Hanley ’85
Judith Hannan ’83
Kristin Hansen ’05
John Hargett ’02
Beverly Harris ’94
June Harvell ’86
Anonymous
Maureen Hayes ’82
Catherine Healey
Joseph Hegel ’02
Paul ’99 and Michele

Helfman ’97
Dorothy Ann Helm
Erik Helman ’91
Marie C. ’80 and Laurence

W. Hemsworth
Mary Jeanne Hennessy
Diamond Herbert
Gloria Hernandez
Caryl Herzfeld
Jenny Hidalgo ’14
Anthony Hillery ’07
Francine Hillman
Eve Hodes ’80
Eileen M. ’94 and Joseph

Hodges
Ellen ’90 and Alex J. Hoehn
Maria Hoffmann ’07
Jean Holder
Tim Holder
Famshed Holmuzadov
Ann Homan ’78
Celeste A. ’80 and Russell

Horai

Arlethia Howard ’02
Jeannette Huaman
Paula Hughes ’90
Viola Huston
Carla Hutchinson
Eleanor Hyland ’94
Mohamed Ibrahin
Vito A. ’84 and Linda B. ’73

Ingravallo
Madeline Innocent ’74
Dorothy Isola ’98
Geraldine and Rosario

Italia
Eric Ivison
Jason Jackson
Judith Jacoby ’71
Carline Jacques
Gina Jakubowski
Miles James

Praveenkumal Jampala
Barbara Jeany
Joyce Jeidel ’69
Marianne D. ’75 and Roger

Jerome
Irena Jmukhadze
George and Carol F.

Jochnowitz
Mary Johansen ’72
Hortence and Garth D.

Johns-Harris ’80
Christopher Johnson
Dorothy Adell ’89 and

Reginald Robert Johnson
Robin Johnson
Barbara Johnston
Theresa Johnstone
Lucille Johs
Joseph Jones ’82
Linju Joseph
Rosalyn Jospey
Elizabeth ’02 and Terrence

Joyce
Bernard Kahn
Laura and Julius Kahn
Daji Kakuberi
Dolores Kane
Kenneth and Susan Kane
Leslie Kaplan ’69
Judit ’87 and Thomas

Karfunkel
Michele Karpeles ’08
Gail ’76 and Leonard

Katcher
Ensi ’88 and Louis Kaufman
Ken and Ellen Kauffman
Eileen and John Kavanagh
Robert and Jacqueline Kee
Deene Keifert
Diane Kelder
Francis Kelleher ’69
Linda Kelly ’86
Darlene Kenty-Jefferson ’71
Marilyn L. ’83 and Stanley

Keshecki
Kafele Khalfani
Brenda ’94 and Ahmad

Khan
Yasmen Khan
Zareena Khan
Shoily Khondker
Raymond Kitchen ’99
Michael Klein ’10
Philip Klingle
Jane A. and Ralph L.

Knisley, Jr.
Sadija Kocic ’06
Edris A. ’89 and Charles

Kohm
Marie Kokkonen ’73
Veronica ’86 and Walter

Konieczny
Suzanne Konopka
Evelyn and Michael

Kormanik 63 
Felicia Krause ’81
Kathryn J. Krause-Ingulli

’81 and Robert Saa
Ellen and Martin Krieger
Lisa Krivis
Arlene Kuffner ’76
Anonymous
Alan P. and Ruby Kuritsky
Harriet and George

Kurlander
Andrew Labbate

Geraldine and Louis
Lacagnina

Diane Laguatan
Karmen Lai ’12
Ralph Lake ’67
Gerald Lamb ’85
Victor J. Landi ’75
Janet Langton-Magnuson ’07
Megan Lanigan
Lun See Lao ’88
Linda LaRocca ’12
Michael Lattanzio ’05
Christopher Laudando ’04

and Christie A.
Abenante ’03

Esther Laurant ’77
Carol A. ’91 and Mark

Laurie
Matthew Lavides
Eleanor R. and Thomas

Leach ’79
Sheila and Sheldon

Lebowitz ’61 
Stephanie Lee ’13
Dorothy and Richard L.

Leide ’73 
Lydia and Richard

Leimsider ’85 
William Leniham
Bee ’94 and Felix Leong-

Choy
Daena Lepore- Cavallino
Neville Lestrade ’06
Arnold E. ’75 and Elaine

Levine ’74
Theresa K. ’84 and Brian

D. Levine, Esq. ’70
Celia Leykin
Jackie Li
Kelvin Li
Ruth Lieberman ’11
Annette Ligot ’70
Gennaro Liguori ’12
Magalie Limage
Xing Lin ’11
Donna M. ’88 and John C.

L'Insalata
Diane and Norman Linzer
Olga Liotine ’81
Nicole Liquori
Lisa and Stafford Liss
Charlene Liu
Charles Locicero ’12
Francesca Loconte
Rachael L. and David W.

Lohman ’72
Patricia Lomando ’72
Josephine and Ralph E.

Lopresti ’74
Karen Lotartaro-Cohen ’95

and Michael Cohen
Deborah and Stanley A.

Lovelle ’84 
David and Lirio A. Lowry
Xin Lu ’12
Robyn Lugo
Suiming Lun
Jennifer Lynch and John

Baldassarre
Roger MacCormack ’73
Sally Mach ’14
Jessica Mack
Pamela ’65 and James

MacWilliams
Beatrice Magnuson ’79
Daniel Magrino ’02

Joseph Maher
Debra Mahoney
Roberta ’92 and Joseph

Maida
Janine Maisano
Vera Majerski ’72
Margaret ’99 and Richard

Maksimowich
Deborah Makyide
Karen and Herbert Maletz

’63
Sarah ’02 and Noah

Malowitzky
Nicole Malvica
Marion Mammana ’94
Leonard Mangano ’71
Chris Maniscalco
Belen C. Manuel ’76
Elena Marell ’80
Simone Marino ’82
Robert Marquez ’67
Susan Marretta
Theresa Marro ’89
Elba and Frank C. Martin ’94
Nerina ’95 and Vincent R.

Martire
Michael and Saveria

Masaracchio
Gayle Mayerhoff ’81
Connie Mazella
Janet Mazer ’00
Cheryl Mazik
Robert F. ’89 and Debra L.

Mazzarella ’85
Anne M. Mazzella ’87
Susan and Frank J. Mazzella

’88
Evelyn Mazzitelli
Stephen McAteer
Carol McCarthy ’70
Elena McCoy*
Brian McDonnell ’72
Michael McDonnell ’90
Maureen McDonough
Virginia McGee ’84
Loretta McGinn ’79
Nora McGrath
Lillian McIsaac ’06
Anthony McKintosh
William McNamara ’72
Jeannette McNulty ’86
Susan Medford
Deborah Meise
Erica Melville ’58
Michele ’74 and Eric B. Ment
Madeline Mercado
Debra C. ’91 and Edward

Mergen Thaler, Jr.
Sandra Merlino ’89
Rose Ann Mezzacappa ’73
Jaclyn Miceli
Julianne Millen
Francine Miller
Anonymous
Mary Mills ’98
Phyllis Minacapilli ’91
Marco and Wendy

Minichino
Nathan J. ’72 and Johanna

D. Minucci ’77
Catherine Mirabella
Aaron D. Mirsky
Patricia Mishkin ’81
Mizuho USA Foundation, Inc.
Anthony and Jacqueline

Modafferi
Marie and Victor

Moneypenny
Mariateresa and Hector

Montalvo ’95 
Maureen Moore ’78
Brittany Morales
Viktoriya Morozova
Anne Marie and Michael P.

Morrell ’70
Akolah Morris
Margaret Moscariello ’90
Mary Mousmoutis ’76
Anonymous
Douglas Muhlbauer
Maureen Muhlenforth ’94
Carolyn Mullen ’10
Desean Mullings

Natallia Murzich

• Elenor M. Kaufmann/
Brooklyn Home For
Aged Men Scholarship

Mitchell Harris

• Bernard Blau
Scholarship

Nico Baylosis

• Dr. Carol Stier Goetz
Memorial Scholarship
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Jerrold Mulnick
Judee M. ’90 and Edward T.

Mulvey
Kathryn Murphy
Marcy Muscarella ’95
The Naked Sheep, Inc.
Brian Namorato ’05
Margaret and Gregory N.

Nanopoulos ’91 
Crystal Napoleoni
Helen Napoli ’76
Lilybeth and Philip F.

Napolitano, MS ’79
Diane Narouz
Victorie and Gilbert

Ndjatou ’87 
George Negron
Anonymous
Veronica and Robert Nestel
Marcia Newcombe ’77
Robert H. Newmark ’70

and Kristina J. Szala
Newmark ’73

Frances Foon Yee Ng ’89
and Siukit Ng

Noelle Nicchi ’14
Mary E. and Gerald D.

Nichols
Roberta Niedle
Marianna Nikolenko
Nancy and Kenneth Nolan
Jeffrey Norton ’99
NP Systems, Inc.
Dennis Numis
Ermona Nuredinovski ’13
Angela Nusser ’75
Catherine Kane Nyhus ’92
Susan and Herman

Oberlander
Mary Ellen ’77 and John

O'Boyle
Bruce Ochs
Helena Odinzow
Christopher E. Ogno ’99

and Maria Mangano-
Ogno ’97

Joan O'Hare ’86
Daniel O'Leary
Donna and Frank Oliva
Carmela Olivieri ’91
Janet Olonko ’74
Grace Olotu
Barbara A. ’86 and Taube

Olsen
Joseph ’05 and Marianne

Orla ’04
Judith ’76 and Daniel P.

Orlando ’71
Samantha Orlando
Amber Ortiz
Diana Otero
David K. ’70 and Marilyn

A. Owens ’88
William and Joan Ozga
Ercument Ozizmir
Valerie Pace
Margaret Pacelli ’93
Vita ’00 and John Paino
Linda A. ’86 and Neal

Palmieri
Cynthia B. and Joseph A.

Palumbo, Jr.
Stephanie Palumbo ’14
Ethel Pannell ’95

Jasmine I. ’96 and James
Pantaleno

Karen E. ’01 and Michael
A. Parise

Lorraine F. ’69 and Dean
Parmelee

Jeremy Pasker
Janice Pattison ’94
Konstantinos and Sofia

Pavlidis
Phyllis Pearlmutter ’77
Lorraine M. ’95 and David

B. Pearson
Melvin Pedersen ’71
Olav Pedersen ’74
Joel S. and Sharon Pekuly
Rafael and Dina Pena
Ariel Penias ’15
Viviene Pennington ’15
Nancy Pento
Alicia Perez
Manuel and Rubi Perez
Joe Perillo ’15
Benjamin J. and Nancy H.

Pernick
Heshie and Hollis Pernick
Tom Peruggia ’15
Theresa Pessolano ’15
Patricia Peterkin
Eileen and Matthew S.

Peters ’83
Margaret Mary Pezzolo
Grace Piccione
Elena Pilipenco
Barbara ’99 and Martin T.

Pincar
Pamela Piotrowski
Carol Pisapia Colon
Joanna ’77 and Natale C.

Pizzolo
Josephine Plessl
Judith and Mark L. Pohl ’01
Walt Poitevien ’14
Phyllis R. and Gerald J.

Pollack
Robert Pollack ’06

Yin Fan Pong Li
Margaret Ponterella ’05
Sandra and Stephen E.

Poris ’83
Linda Portney ’98
Evelyn Powers ’02
Joan Press ’78
Linda Principe ’87
Kathy Prioleau ’15
Barbara Proscia
Christopher Provitera
Jodi D. ’97 and Frank

Pugliese
Nicole Puma ’15
Catherine Putkowski-

O'Brien, LCSW ’76 and
Michael O'Brien

Ann Marie Quinn ’86
Anita and William M.

Quinn ’73
Christine and George R.

Radu, Jr. ’88
Roseann and James V.

Raggi ’70
Francine Raggi-Collins ’85
Anonymous
Edith Raia ’77
Ryan Raiola ’15
Merlin Raj ’15

Leif Ranestad ’67
Edward Ranieri ’04
Isabel Ranieri ’71
Anne Marie ’79 and

Robert A. Rautenstrauch
Lee Ravine ’92
Mary Ann Recor ’91
Kelly Reebe ’15
Marcia Reimer
Joseph and Rachel Ribalt
Madeline Ribaudo ’77
Blanche and Robert Ricci
Anne Ritchie ’88
Erica Rivieccio ’11
Andrew Rizkalla
Diane and Max H. Robek
Antoinette Roca ’03
Jennifer Rodriguez ’12
Kim Rodriguez-Loggins ’07
Pamela and Michael Rogozin
Susan ’00 and John M.

Romani
Hildegard E. Romano'81
Maria F. ’97 and Liberio

Romano
Katherine Romero ’14
Grace Rondinelli-Williams
Gail Rosenberg
Lisa Rossman-Murphy ’99

and Timothy J. Murphy
Gail Rostawanik ’98
Jeffrey Rothman
Adisa Rugovac ’15
Robert Ruiz ’79
Evelyn Ruiz-Willis
Julia Ruocco
Irene Ruotolo ’71
Margaret M. and Michael E.

Russo ’78
Monique Russo
Linda Ryan ’76
Anna Saad
Anna and Gaspare Sabella
Diana and Paul G. Sacco ’91
Janet M. and Michael

Sadowski, Jr.
Nia Sainvil ’09
Ms. Patrice Sainvil
William Samuels
Margherita Sansone ’15
Michael Santiago ’15
Debra Santulli-Barone ’07
Laurie and Peter M. Sanzio

’99
David Sarker
Judith L. ’97 and Anthony

Savoca
Judy Scher
Linda Scher
Fay Schiff ’81
Mortimer Schiff and

Rebecca Adler
Rebecca Schiff
Murray P. and Nancy Y.

Schnall
Bert G. and Yaffa

Schonbach
Anne Schropp ’85
Robin and Steve P. Schwab
Goldie Schwartz
Hal S. ’69 and Mary A. ’74

Schwartz, EdD
Rhoda and Joel Schwartz
Shelia and Gerald

Schwebel
Rochelle and Stanley

Schwebel 
Patricia Schwimer-

Kiesewetter
Frank Seelal
David S. Seeley
Mary Segarra
Barbara Sekulski ’72
Patricia ’76 and Chester

Sellitto
Maureen P. ’94 and

Gregory Senft
Denise Sforza ’11
Vishal Shah ’08
Bertha Shamah
Abraham and Madeline

Shapiro
Joan Shaw ’96

Kathleen Shea
Carolyn Sheedy ’78
Brian Sherman
Martha O. Shoemaker, Esq.

’70 and Ercument
Ozizmir

Suzy Shu ’81
Samuel and Yolanda

Zelaya-Shuster
Lori Sicuranza
Sherri Siegel
Arleen Siemietkowski ’98
Lynn and Robert Silberman
Silicon Valley Community

Foundation
Albert Silvestri ’80
Robert Simmons ’91
Apollonia and Ermano

Simontacchi
Inez Singer
Donna Sipp
Sisterhood of Temple Israel
Ronee Sklar
Elaine Sloan
Alan Smith ’74
Debra Smith
Kenneth D. and Dorothea

L. Smith
Jean Smith
Patricia Smith
Patricia Smith ’81
Richard Smith
Susan Smith-Peter
Vivian Solmo
Lolita Somuaru
Tyron Somwaru
Ruth and David M.

Sorensen ’69 
Isabella Sorrentino
Melody Soto ’15
Gary Sparago ’85
Alice Squeri
Michael Stadridi ’15
Regina Stafford ’77
William J. and Janet Stave
Robert Steele
Jeffrey Stefanski
Matthew Stefanski
Nina Steifman
Esther Stella ’83
Denise Sterner ’78
Jamie Sterner ’15
Eric ’88 and Kristine

Storberg ’95
Kevin Strubler
Jennifer and Michael Strum
Aaron Sued
Edward Sullivan ’91
Susan Sullivan
Sylvia Sumter ’69
Lorraine Surowiec ’73
John Sutera ’97
Judith E. Palm and David

B. Swanson ’86
Donna Swart ’05
Theresa Swindell-Scotto ’94
Dieunette Sylvain ’14
Erma Tacopino
Rosanna and Mario B.

Tafuri ’89
Cory Taglianetti ’05
Eileen Tanania
Sadiyah Tariq ’15
Frederick A. and Celeste

Tarrazi, CPA ’88

Fran Tassone ’05
Joseph Tauber ’72
Ferne Tauman ’96
Miriam R. and Eric R.

Tausner
Fe Taylor ’76
Florence Thi ’14
Susan S. ’90 and Sunny

Thomas
Phyllis ’90 and Eddie

Thomas-Cain
Kenneth Thomassen ’00
Susan and Donald R.

Thorsen ’79
Helen ’91 and John

Tierney
Maryanne Tierney ’80
Rosamund Timberg ’76

and Fred Hoffman
Roz Timberg
Shenuque Tissera
Ann and Louis Torino, Jr.
Salvatore A. and Theresa

Torre
Jennifer Towles
Mary Tramutola
Evelyn W. Trentalange ’97
Carmen Tripo
Vincent Tropeano
Julie Tsaruhas ’14
Barbara and Richard

Turman ’77
Tea Tutara
Joan ’90 and Bill Twomey
Diane B. ’91 and Robert F.

Tyson
Nnenna Ugwuala
Carlito Ulett ’06
Marilyn Ulrich ’94
Universal Temple of the Arts
Paola Ureni
Denise Uttaro
George Vachadze
Kristen Van Buren
Colomba Varriano ’10
Sophia Varriano
David Vazquez ’15
Robert Vecsi ’00
George Vega ’10
Margaret ’94 and Thomas

Ventrudo
Debbie Ventura
Teresa Ann Venturini ’05
Barbara Verteramo
Thomas Verticchio ’99
Lucille and Jiuseppe

Vicenti ’76
Beatrice Victor
Elizabeth and Jeffrey C.

Victor
Victory Family Pharmacy

LLC
Diane M. ’93 and Fred

Viggiano
Ella Viola
Jennifer Vitulli ’08
Roberta Vogel
John Vokral, PE ’63 and

Carole Larsen
Edward ’85 and Nancy

Vomero ’89
Anonymous
Gloria Walker ’82
Antoinette Wallace ’08
Rebecca Wallentine

Mary Walsh
Sarah-Rachel Walters ’91
Patricia Ward ’88
Stephanie Ward ’06
Jessica Wares ’02
Brittany Warshek
Ellen Washington ’84
Gary Washington ’78
Eileen Washor ’91
Henry and Solidelle F.

Wasser
Deborah F. ’79 and Arthur

Watson
Bernice S. ’79 and Eugene

Waxman
Cynthia and Sidney

Waxman ’71
Anita and Joseph J.

Weisenfeld
Francine and Ronald S.

Weiss ’75
Lori Ann and David

Weitzman
Herbert Weixlbaum ’71
Wellness Physical Therapy

Rehab
Mindy Wertheimer
Mary Wheeler
Antoinette Whittet ’72
Xerna J. ’91 and John J.

Widlund ’92
Thomas Wieland ’68
Christopher Williams ’15
Donna Williams ’99
Sapphire Williams
Leonard Winkler
Jeff Wittenberg
Dorothy Wludyka Matthews
Audrey Wolfe ’97
Kie Wong ’03
Sheek M. ’87 and Lam Stun

Wong
Vanessa Wong ’15
Alan Wood ’15
Margaret and John J.

Woods ’72
Linda M. ’99 and Elliot

Woolverton
Erik Worobey ’02
Barbara A. ’73 and

Geoffrey Worton
Juliana Yanushefski ’76
Kimberly Yee ’15
Mohamed M. Yousef
Miriam and Sidney Zachter
Amanda Zaderiko
Inessa Zakariashvili
Lynn-Ann Zakrzewski ’87
Eileen M. Zanelli ’75
Jozef Zapotoka ’13
Alessandra Zavaglia
Lorraine Zazula ’96
Wei Zhang
Zhanyang Zhang ’88
Gertrude ’91 and Milton

Zlotnick
Anonymous
Rose Zrake ’85

*Deceased
BOLD – CSI Foundation

Board member

Dennis Lam

• Friends of CSI
Scholarship

Abeer Husein

• Shugrue Family
Scholarship

• Robert E. Jackson
Memorial Scholarship

• Fredrick M. Binder
Scholarship for Master
of Arts in History



STEVE ARRIAGA ‘17
Major: English with a concentration in Linguistics,
minoring in French and Spanish Language.
A Verrazano and Dean’s List student, and a recipient
of 13 scholarships, he completed a year as a study
abroad peer advisor, and graduated from the Emerging
Leaders Program and the CUNY Service Corps

where he interned at Lifestyles for the Disabled. He is also interning
at Port Richmond HS through the CSI Liberty Partnerships Program.
A favorite aspect of CSI: “My time at CSI has been outstanding. The
professors that I’ve had have inspired me in one way or another to
always love what I learn and what I’ll teach one day.” 
Future plans: After graduation, he plans to apply for a Fulbright
Teaching Assistantship to teach abroad in South America.
Afterward, he will pursue a PhD in Linguistics.

NAOMI GAGGI ‘17
Major: Psychology with a concentration in
Neuroscience and Autism Spectrum Disorders
A Macaulay Honors College and Dean’s List
student, who is currently working in three labs, a
member of two honors societies, a peer tutor, and a
record-setting and award-winning member of the

CSI Swimming and Diving team. A Meyer and National Collegiate
scholar, she is working on a study concerning social media and how
people communicate/don't communicate with others.
A favorite aspect of CSI: “To me, CSI is a hidden gem on Staten
Island. I have access to a high-quality education, helpful and
knowledgeable professors, valuable internships and volunteer
experiences, and lifelong friends.” 
Future plans: She is planning on obtaining her PhD in Clinical
Neuropsychology and either become a professor or a clinical
neuropsychologist, focusing on autism spectrum disorders.

RONAK PATEL ‘17
Major: Nursing 
A SEEK student, he works in the SEEK Office,
assisting with workshops, and he volunteers at a local
hospital. He is currently researching the views of
different world cultures on medicine. 
A favorite aspect of CSI: “Everyone here encourages

you to succeed; they support you in all your success. They are here
to pull you up and make you reach your true potential. I love CSI
and I hope everyone who comes to this College does too.” 
Future plans: He plans to complete the two-year Nursing Program,
earn his Bachelor’s degree, and then continue on to receive his
Master’s in Nursing. He hopes to eventually become a Nurse
Practitioner.

BREE SILVERMAN ‘16
Major: Mathematics with a concentration in
Secondary Education 
A Teacher Education Honors Academy and Dean’s
List student, she is also a NOYCE scholar and an
Alfred Harcourt recipient. 
A favorite aspect of CSI: “I am having a wonderful

experience at CSI and I attribute that to the Teacher Education
Honors Academy. Through this program, I received mentoring, a
great education, and built wonderful friendships.”
Future plans: After she receives her bachelor’s degree, she plans to
pursue her Master’s in Math Education.

RISING STARS CSI ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

4 Library privileges: Present your alumni photo ID at the CSI
Library for access and borrowing privileges. 

4Use of the CSI Computer Center: Contact Information
Technology, 718.982.3695. 

4Parking Pass: Alumni can park in lot 6 only up to three times
throughout a semester and must display a completed visitor’s pass
obtained from the security guard at the entrance of the campus.
Any alumni parking on campus more than three times throughout a
semester are required to purchase a CSI parking decal. Parking permits
and any additional information may be obtained directly from the
Office of Parking and DolphinCard Services, 718.982.2294. 

4The Career and Scholarship Center offers assistance with
résumés through Symplicity – a Web-based career management
program designed to deliver career-related services to current
students and alumni. Call 718.982.2300 for more information. 

415% tuition discount for select courses offered by the Office of
Continuing Education and Professional Development. For course
information and to register, call 718.982.2182. 

4Alumni Travel Program: Specialized Group Tours for alumni,
family, and friends. Contact the office for information on up-
coming trips. 

4Barnes & Noble CSI College Bookstore 10% alumni discount:
Present alumni photo ID for applicable items, excluding textbooks. 

4CSI Sports and Recreation Center alumni discount
membership: Present your alumni photo ID for discount. Contact
the membership desk, 718.982.3160. 

4CSI Center for the Arts Ticket Discount:  Receive $2 alumni
discount off CFA performances (limit two per ID per
performance). For more information about upcoming shows, call
the box office at 718.982.ARTS (2787). 

4Auto and Homeowner Insurance Program Liberty Mutual
Savings Plus/American Insurance Administrators: Call
800.524.9400, follow the prompts, and indicate that you are an
alumnus/alumna of the College of Staten Island or visit
www.libertymutual.com/lm/csi. 

4Group Term Life Insurance and Health Insurance NEA
Trust/American Insurance Administrators: Call 800.922.1245
and indicate that you are an alumnus/alumna of the College of
Staten Island. For a complete listing of programs and availability in
your state, www.alumniinsuranceprogram.com/csi.*

4New Insurance Programs: Alumni Pet Health, Alumni ID
Recovery, Alumni Long-Term Care, Alumni Travel. New offers and
expanded benefits are continually added, so check out the latest
benefits. Visit us at www.csi.cuny.edu/alumni.

* Note: Short-term health insurance coverage is not available for residents of NY, NJ,
MA, and VT. Major Medical insurance is not available in NY, NJ, RI, WA, and AZ.



Alan I. Benimoff, ’67 

Alan I. Benimoff 
Lecturer-Doctoral Schedule, 
Engineering Science and Physics
Member, Alumni Association Board 
of Directors

Much has changed since Alan Benimoff
’67 attended Staten Island Community
College (SICC) from 1964 to 1967 at the
St. George campus, but commuting was
still a difficult task. “When I started at
SICC in the fall of 1964,” he recalls, “the
Verrazano Bridge had not yet opened. I
commuted to and from SICC from
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn by taking three
busses and then the Brooklyn Ferry.”
When the bridge finally opened two
months later, his commute was still a three-
part endeavor going from “the Brighton
Beach Line to Whitehall Street and taking
the Staten Island Ferry.” Nonetheless,
Benimoff persevered to earn his AS in
Engineering Science at SICC and lay the
foundation for a successful and impactful
academic career in geology at CSI. 

Thinking back on the best aspect of his
SICC education, Benimoff points to the
excellent level of instruction. “The
education I received was high quality. It
prepared me for the future. The mentoring
by faculty was outstanding.” When asked
for a fondest memory, he states that he
enjoyed “the whole SICC experience.”

He does, however, remember some of his
favorite places at SICC. One was the
student lounge at 50 Bay Street, which
“allowed us a place where we were able to
meet other students.” In addition, he adds
“we ate lunch in the St. George Clipper
restaurant.” Another spot was “Dolphin
House, which was located on Avenue J in
Brooklyn. We had many parties there and I
recall a beach party where we transported
beach sand and deposited it on the floor of
that building.” 

Benimoff also recalls some of his favorite
professors who were at the heart of his
quality education, remembering “Dr.

Arthur Minerof, who taught me English
Literature (I really got into this); Dr. Larry
Schwartz who taught Western Civilization
(I remember writing a term paper on ‘Four
Philosophers and the French Revolution’);
Drs. Herman Erlichson and Reuben
Benumof who taught me Physics; and
Maurice Richter who taught me Analytic
Geometry and Calculus II (I remember
proving the area of circle was equal to πr2.)
They all made the classes interesting.

Benimoff initially pursued a career in
electrical engineering. He was still a
student when he started his first job as a
Technical Assistant in the Physics
Laboratory on June 15, 1967, the day that
SICC moved to the Sunnyside campus.
However, he soon discovered that geology
was his true passion. 

“The next summer,” Benimoff says, “I had
to serve as a Technical Assistant for a
geology laboratory. I had never taken a
geology course. The instructor was Albert
Mazza, a high school teacher at new Dorp
High School who was an adjunct at SICC
in the summer. We took the class on a field
trip to upstate New York and I really
connected with this course through the
field trip experience and decided to change
my major to Geology. I had originally
planned to continue in Engineering
Science at Richmond College. Instead, I
continued my education, part-time in the
evening, at Brooklyn College in Geology. I
earned my BS and MA in Geology at
Brooklyn College and my PhD in Geology
at Lehigh University.

Now that he is a longstanding and
respected member of the CSI faculty,
Benimoff says that he loves the entire
experience. “As a full-time faculty member
I teach, do research, serve on many
College committees, and enjoy every
aspect of academia. I enjoy the research.
Here at CSI, I do research in the
petrogenesis of Igneous and Metamorphic
rocks. Also, when new technology comes
out, I embrace it. A case in point is GIS,

which stands for Geographic Information
Systems. I learned this technology by
myself and have been able to use it as a
tool to do research. Working with CSI
President William Fritz (a geologist) and
Vice President Michael Kress, we have
been able to use GIS as a tool to study the
effects of hurricane storm surges.”

Benimoff underscores his enthusiasm for
his job by quoting U.S. Senator Chuck
Schumer: “If you can’t wait to get to work
on Monday morning and they have to pull
you out of there on Friday afternoon, you
have a great job” He adds, “Such is the
case with me for I am truly blessed!”

LOOKING BACK 

Alan Benimoff as an SICC graduate, and today.
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Inc., Building 1A, Room 401, 2800 Victory Blvd.,Staten Island, New York 10314-9876

For information on upcoming performances
at the CSI Center for the Arts, go to
www.cfashows.com or call
718.982.ARTS. Receive a $2 alumni
discount off performances. Limit two
discounts per performance.

Keep up with the latest CSI Athletics news
at www.csidolphins.com.

Present your Alumni Photo ID for a membership discount at the CSI
Sports and Recreation Center. Call 718.982.3161 for more information.

CELESTIAL BALL
December 12, 2015, 6:30pm
Richmond County Country Club

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING
January 11, 2016 
7:00pm
1A-406

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING
March 21, 2016  
7:00pm
1A-406

SAVOR THE FLAVORS
April 3, 2016 
2:00pm
Center for the Arts Atrium

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING
May 9, 2016, 7:00pm
1A-406

COMMENCEMENT
TBA
Class Reunions
Honoring alumni class years
ending in 1s and 6s 
(1961, 1966, 1971, 1976,
1981, 1986, 1991, 1996,
2001, 2006, 2011)

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING
June 20, 2016,
7:00pm
Green Dolphin Lounge

If you would like to receive
email announcements of
upcoming events, please 
send your email to
alumni@csi.cuny.edu.

Yes! I wish to support the CSI Annual Fund with a
gift of ____________ and designate my gift toward:

l Unrestricted Support               l College’s Greatest Need
l Academic Support                   l Library Operations
l Scholarship/Financial Aid        l Buildings and Grounds
l CSI Athletic Fund                   l Other________________ 

NAME CLASS YEAR

ADDRESS

CITY                                       STATE ZIP

PRIMARY PHONE               PRIMARY EMAIL 

EMPLOYER                                                             TITLE

FORM OF PAYMENT
l Check enclosed (payable to College of Staten Island Foundation)
l Please charge my l MC  l VISA l AMEX l DISCOVER

CARD NUMBER                                  

EXPIRATION DATE                            SECURITY CODE

SIGNATURE

CARDHOLDER NAME (please print)

My/My spouse’s company will match my gift.
l Form enclosed  l A form will be forwarded later

NAME OF COMPANY

Make a
difference and
contribute to
the greater
good.
For more information on the 
importance of Alumni Support, 
see  the ad on the inside of 
the front cover.

Irma K. Cruz Velez ’16




