CEl's very own Tyehimba Jess
iz the rane poet who bridges stam
and academic postry. His first
coliection, sadbely (2005), an
exploration of the blues musician
Huddie “Lead Bally® Ledbetters
life, wass chosen for the National
Poetry Senes by Engit Pegean
Kelly, and was voted one of the
top thres posiny books of the vear
by Biack lesuss Book Review. A
revdeswer for Publishars Weeloy
noted that “the collection’s
strength lies in s contradiciony
fonms; from biography to hric to
hard-criving pross posm, boast
to song, all are soaked in the
rhythm and diskect of Southern
blues and the demands of
honoring cne's talent.” Jess's




